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| or what is fill worſe, cannat h un belp  obſerwin 


acquainted with, be "their Sirion, religitil 
Profeſſion or Principles whatſoever ; but mare 


ſuch. 2 Being, and yet deny that Reel ai 
, Obe- 


ir 


SK 


| of God, and the Good of, my. Fellow-Oreatures; 
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Fo 
Obedience to their Maker, which they never 
fail to demand from every Fellow Creature that 
. to be * on e. R 


© Vanity 2 univerſal prevail, with al DG. 


Nr of People, that J. Should be: 8 we 


partial to think myſelf free from that Foible ; 


and therefore doubt not, but a Vein thereof 


may be traced through the following Pages, 
but left more ſhould be imputed thereto than is 
really Jul. Y hope. 1 nay be ' permitted 47%; 
that aucb of the Confidence with which I have 
delivered my Sentiments; proceeds not only from 


an Aſſurance of tbeir being right, but. 405 
from an earneſt Depre to promote the Honowr 


in deing which, . that Diffdence due jo Madely 


upon other. Occafions, is neither. requifite.. ad 
upon 5 14 1 1 
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engel Reaſons to enterfain'®'Preſumption of 
that Kind, 1 Confideration »ohatforver-eould © 
provi alle in fer dh. M of SH | 
dinary @ Nature: tu the Publick:—for I would == b 
not "adillingly'impaſe wat a avg ON is | 15 
| 


* upon a'awbole: World. a. 


1 een Mar will ire have joſh 4 
Ideas of the Nature of God and Himſelf, than, 
perhaps, he ever before conceived; and not 
only learn what he was and what be is, but 
likewiſe what he will be ;— 


He will alſo find the moſt. abf / r uſe Points of 85 d 
| 


Divine Revelation perfetthy;Fetonciled to Phi- 
Hhepbical Experience, in a Manner never be- 
fore attempted ; and though ſome of thoſe Ar- 
guments may not be intelligible to every Capa- 
city, yet the Conclyfion of each, will, tip 7 
de underflood by w 52 a 


| 

a ſhould my Thoughts here delivered „ 
n undeceive thoſe who have been deluded” © \ 
af | 2 
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from any 
- 8. rational 


Creature to e I have furh Hopes 4 
muſt confeſs, their Thanks are nat due to mt, 


but to the Gracious Giver- of all god Gift. 
to whoſe Holy Name be. aſcribed all Honour, 
Glory, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, 


* 


* 
$ * 
C eforth and goed evermore. 7 
* 
1 
* IR. - . # ©, > a 5 
. » „ 1 1 5 „„ v=* - $42 % . — 28 * w + $3 a. 
F * . s * * ». 
* 1 « © - * * 5 * „ 
. U 111 
4 3 - 3 \ t 0 Dr 
* . 1 * by 9 * * ” * 
> : - 4. + — 8 * J * þ * 1 | * 3 ? | 
4 a * - : 4 * * 3 
5 . 2 N * 9 1 
23 , # P * . 7 , 
- . # . * * 5 « 44 
# 
* EY 1 
% - 
Wy ..% * Gs . Fl 12 * * 
* — 0 * + t 1 \ * 1 % 
9 bY » , 
* „ * * * * » 4 
b 9 - * „ T”T 
= KV} 69" 71 
* 
s * * * 
* 2 , * by \ 
1 
5 . . * ” 
©. * 1 * 2 9 £ * 2 * * N þ 
* * \ * 42 "i 4 
9 - 4 * : 3 F v4 9 + 4 #  Y} %s * 
* * 80 9 * * 
— L * 9 *#3 © f 3 + «4 
= | VAI 33 0 1 79 
- N " * 
0 : : | 
R * 7 Wa e * 
w * , TRE" 
[4 S * % 4. k * . £ # * iS 
— 1 * 
Vie 131 Br A 
44 Ts 
* * { 4 : * ** * . 
Ti, 49, +&f 1 \ T& Luz { 1 % * 
V4 4 4 wv T > * * 1 1 * hs 
- * ry ot 
* * * J * * * x 
LA W a \ ET BS * * 14 neee. 1 De 
nee $$ «4 48 „ * 9693 * 1 I #4 4-14 14> 3\d) \1 4 | 5 
% | 


. o 
. + kg * Þ* = 
* _ So | 
of * p : . 7 U 
- % — +4 
* gy > q - 
4 , = — 
. 4 * — 8 565 „ * 
— 5 1 Or 
* * 1 l 
- — Oo, 
W — & py 
wW 


3 f 
SA 2 15 
L 0208 Ugh | Ek 17 It 
0h Dvd J 3 


Being, Supreme, Self- exiſtent. 

E and the Cauſe oy lt hae Be+ 
N ings- Sanden zm dea wie 
9, How do T know etre 4 Being ꝰ 
— Nothing can give me a more convincing 


Proof of the Being of u God, than the 
Contemplation” of my on Exiſtente 1 


find I have à Being myſelf, not only by my | 
inward Senſations, but likewiſe by being 
able to explote the external Parts of which 


I ain compoſed; I can 'perceive the parti - 


cular Relatiotis they bear to each other, and 
their general Relation to me, the Sum of 
all thoſe Parts.—1 likewiſe find myſelf ſur- 
rounded by a" Number of Objects, quite 
diſtin& from myſelf, ſome of which are of 
4 Species ſimilar to mine: Inet only per- 
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| (2) 
© ceive them, but am alſo perceived by them; 
At is in my Power to affect them in various 
"Manners, and in theirs to affect me.— The 
' former could not happen if they were not 
1 being, nor the latter if I had not a Be- 
ing my myſclf.—I therefore conclude that T am | 


in being. How came I fo? 
I could not bring myſelf into Exiſterice, 


for it was ſq far out of my Poet to do tha 


chat I can't even preſerve my Exiſtence now 


I have it, neither could E fecdve ir len | 


any of the viſible Objects that ſurround me. 
Fon tho' I find, with: Gratitude to hc Aus 
thor of my Exiſtence, that I am placed i in 
that Claſs of animate Beings that has the 
Preheminence; over all others, that inhabit, 
this ſublunary Globe; yet it was not in the 
Power of any of them to give me my Bo- 
ing, more than it was in my Power to give 
them their's. My Parents indeed may be 
ſaid to conduce to my Exiſtence, but the 
Means they uſed for that Purpoſe were very 
fimple ; and they can no more be ſaid to 
make me, than a Gardener to make the 
beautiful Flowers he cultivates. They owe 
their Station and Preſervation to him, but 
the Beauties of their Growth, Colour and 


* ertore. 3 receivg rn a Power far ex- 


ceeding 
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(3) 
ceeding his Capacity. Since then Man, the 
Lord: of the Creation, could..not give- me. 
my Exiſtence, I muſt receive it from ſome-, - 
—— far ſuperior to Man; who not only, ' 
made Man, but alſo the Earth he inhabits. 
— We find then that Reaſon and Experience, 
or Obſervation, fully convince us that there. 
is a Being ſuperior to Man, even without 
calling Revelation to our Aſſiſtance. 
The Contemplation of Man does not t only. 
furniſh us with the moſt convincing Proofs 
of the Being of a God, but does alſo afford 
us great Aſſiſtance in diſcovering the Nature 
of that Divine Being, at leaſt ſo far as con- 
cerns us to be acquainted with, | 
For Inſtance, every thing that relates to 
Man may be divided into, or brought under 
three general Heads or Denominations, each 
of which is expreflive of ſomething different 
in its Nature from the other ; theſe are, 
Being, Senſe, Power. 
By Being I mean that Quality by which 
he has his Exiſtence or Entity, and which 
comprehends every thing that relates to his 
Form, Compoſition, Mechaniſm, Extent, 
and Appearance. | 
By Senſe I mean that Quality by which 
he thinks, reaſons, reflects or performs any 
Kind of Senſation, 


B 2 And 


(4) 

And by Power I mean that Quality by 
which he moves, acts, or diſplays 181 Kind- 
of voluntary Influence, either upon himſelf 
or any other Obje&. © * Set. 

„ Theſe, I ſay, are different in Wel Nu 
tures from each other; for to be or exiſt is 
one Thing, to think or poſſeſs any Kind of 
Conſciouſneſs is another; and to act or ex- 
erciſe any Degree of Power is a third. 
Each of theſe is a Quality as much as the 
other.— Since then we find Man endow d 
with theſe three Qualities, we may very 
rationally conclude, that they are alſo poſſeſſed 
by Gop, the Fountain from whence Man 
derives them ; but only in ſuch different 
Degrees of Perfection as are proportidnate 
to the Creator and the Creature —a * 
infinite and a Being finite. | 

The firſt Quality, for Inſtance, in Man, 
is limited or confined to very narrow Bounds, 
in its Extent, Duration and PerfeQtion,— 
The Extent of Man's Exiſtence, or Bulk of 
his Body, when compared to the Bulk of 
the Globe, is not ſo much as an Atom 
compared to his Body—and the'Bulk of the 
Globe, compared to the Univerſal Syſtem 
of Globes, is not ſo much as Mar's Body 
compared to the Globe; therefore the Ex- 

e en 


. 
tent of the Maker of this Univerſe muſt be 


vaſt indeed! and doubtleſs infinite, 
what can there be to givt it Bounds 77 0 
conſequently omnipreſent. 10 231 

The Duration of Man, I mean of ai 
Form which conſtitütes a human Creature, 

is very ſhort, at leaſt in the preſent State o 

Exiſtence, and is alſo dependent on the 
Will of his Maker; but that of God: muſt 
be quite independent and eternal, or with- 
out Beginning or End. The Perfection of 
Man's Being is likewiſe as much inferior to 
that of Gop, as the Duration and Extent of 
it are: for Inſtance, if we conſider it in | 
reſpect to the Eſſence or Subſtance of which 
it is conſtituted, - at leaſt the preſent . Ap- 
pearances of it, we find it to be a dead, 
ſenſeleſs, inactive Subſtance, call'd Matter; 
but that of the Supreme Being cannot fail of 
being a pure and ever-living Spirit; and tho 
we are not able to form any clear Ideas of 
its Divine Nature, yet we may very ratio- 
nally ſuppoſe it to poſſeſs Qualities very dif- 
ferent from thoſe of Matter ; but of this we 


ſhall have Occaſion to make farther Men- 
tion in the Sequel. 


2 


Again, 
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Again, tho' the Mechaniſm of a 8 
Body i is ſo wonderful, that it alone is a ſuf- 
ficient Proof of the Being, Wiſdom and 
Power of Gop, who made it; yet the Make 
and Form of Man is peculiarly adapted to 
the Nature of his living and moving upon 
the Earth ; but the Divine Being has no 
Occaſion for ſuch a Form, nor is confined 
to any other Form, but being omnipreſent 
and the Giver of all Forms, can afſume 
whatſoever Form or Forms are agreeable 
to his own Pleaſure, and chat likewiſe in 
many or in all Places at once. | 

The ſecond Quality in Man, Senſe, even 
in the moſt exalted Degree of human Wiſ⸗ 
dom, is alſo confined to very narrow Limits; 
but the Fountain from whence he derives 
it muſt be infinite, and therefore that Qua- 
lity in the Supreme Being we may juſtly 
call omniſcient ; for the Maker of all created 
Beings cannot fail of being acquainted with 
every thing relating to himſelf, and all 
Things relating to his Creatures. 

From what has been premifed we may 
perceive, that the Contemplation of our 
own human Nature gives us ſome Idea of 
the Divine Nature of our Maker, as has 
been already obſerved. —] ſhall therefore 


ſay, 


(7). 

fay, that as in Man, ſo there are in Gow 
three Qualities * or Perfections (for ſueh 
they may be called in the Divine Being) 
which are the three Fountains from which 
all his Attributes are derived; and that 
theſe are as different from each other in 
their Natures in the Divine Being as they 
are in the Human. Theſe in Gop we will 
diſtinguiſh by the following Appellations 
Supreme Eſſence, Supreme Wiſdom, Supreme 
Power. Each of theſe Excellencies have 
their reſpective Attributes—thus—the prin- 


cipal Attributes of the Supreme Eſſence are 
el 


* It may perhaps ſeem neceſſary that I mould here 
define the Meaning of the Word Quality; but as my 


Intention is not to be very Nice about Words, and my 
Deſire only to be underſtood, I flatter myſelf I ſhall, 
in the Uſe of this Word, by ys er, I before 
made of it. 

+ It may alſo be ſaid, that the two latter are 
only Attributes or Qualities belonging to the former, 
and therefore” ought not to be diſtinguiſhed from it ; 
but in anſwer to this let it be obſerved, that Wiſdom 
and Power are not the infallible Conſequences or inſe- 
| parable Properties of Being, Exiſtence, or Eſſence 
for we find many Objects, or Things inanimate, 
which have the one without poſſeſſing the other; 
therefore I think it a ſufficient Warrant to-diſtinguiſh 
them as different Qualities, tho? not as diſtinct or ſepa- 


rate Beings, as will be ſhewn in a following Page or- 
two, 
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68) 
Self-exiſtence, Omnipreſence, and Eternal 


Duration. 
The principal Attributes of the . 


 Fiſdem are Omniſcience, Divine Love, Ju- 


ſtice, Mercy, Truth, and the wok ine 


Felicity. 


Thoſe of the Supreme Mat are elf. 
agency and Omnipotence. 

Tho I have here pointed out that there are 
n. Divine Perfections, and ſhall. here- 
after prove that every Degree of thoſe Qua- 
lities exiſting in the created Univerſe is de- 
rived from theſe three Supremacies, yet I, 
do not mean to intimate that there are three 
Gods, but one Gop, in whom all theſe 
three Perfections center; and I apprehend, 
that a juſt Parallel may be drawn between 
what I have here ſaid of one Gop and three 
Perfections, and what St. Atbhanaſius has ſaid 
of one Gop and three Perſons, or the Tri- 
nity in Unity and the Unity in Trinity ; for 
that he meant by Perſons three diſtinct Per- 
ſonages, I believe no thinking Mind can 
imagine. 

The three Divine Perfections are all co- 
equal in Excellence, coeternal in Duration, 
and yet ſubordinate in Dependance. 


Coequal 


(* 

Coequal in Excellence, thus - 
The Supreme Eſſence, tho' ſelf-exiſtent, 
omnipreſent and eternal, could have no Ex- 
cellence or Perfection without Wiſdom and 
Power; and in reſpe& to itſelf might a a8 

well have had no being at all.— 
For all the three Divine Qualities have « 


reciprocal Dependance upon each other in 
Point of Excellence. 


They are all co-eternal in Duration, fince 
* was not in the Power of one to create the 
other; and therefore as one muſt have 
exiſted from all Eternity, fo they all muſt. 

But they are ſubordinate to each other 
in Point of Dependance, thus— 

Wiſdom and Power have an abſolute De- 
pendance upon Eſſence for their Exiſtence, 
ſince if there was no Eſſence there could be 
neither Wiſdom nor Power; for it muſt be 
ſome Eſſence, Subſtance, or Being, that 
does poſſeſs Wiſdom and exerciſe Power, 
let the Nature of that Eflence, Subſtance, 
or Being, be what it will; —and therefore 
we will call the Supreme Eſence the firſt 
Perſon or Father. 

The Supreme Wiſdom being dependant on 
the Father for its Exiſtence, and the Di- 
rector of the Supreme Power in all its Ope- 


C rations, 


610) 
rations,.— we will call it . fecond ann 
or Son. 

The Supreme e being . on 

| the Father for its Exiſtence, and on the Son. 
for its Perfection, we will call this the third 
Perſon, or Holy Ghoſt: and how literally, 
this may be called the Lord and Giver; of 
Life will be ſhewn in the Sequel. —Thus, 
it will appear that the Father cannot be ſaid 
to proceed from the Son or the Holy Ghoſt, 
but the Son may truly be ſaid to e 
from the Fatber. 
Neither can the Son be aid to dea 
from the Holy Ghoſt, but the Hop Ghoſt 
may juſtly be ſaid to proceed from ws; Fa- 
ther and the Son. 

* Having thus far proved the Being af a 
God, let us next proceed to inquire into 
the Nature of Man ſtill farther, and ſnew 
the Relation Man ſtands in to his Maker. 
| We 

* By the Term proceeding i is not meant to come 
out of and forſake, as a Child does from its Mother— 
but to iſſue from without forfaking, as the Rays of 
Light do, or at leaſt ſeem to do, from a Candle, or 
other luminous Body. 

So the Effects of the eue IViſdom do perpetually. 
proceed from the Supreme Eſſence; and the Effects of 


the Supreme Pater are perpetually proceeding from the 
Supreme Eſſence and the Supreme Wiſdom together. 


(11) 

We have already (I hope) very clearly 
evinced, that Man could not make himſelf; 
and that it was Gop that made him; let 
our next Enquiry be out of what did Gon 
make him? Revelation tells us, that Gon 
formed Man out of the Duſt of the Ground; 
nor can we doubt the Truth thereof, when 
we ſee him daily returning to that Duſt 
again. But what was the Ground or Earth 
made of? — The ſame Authority tells us, 
that the Earth and every thing belonging to 
it was made out of a Chaos, or dark rude 
Maſs of Matter, exiſting without any Team 


Regularity, or Order. | 

The Light we receive from Philofophy, 
concerning the Structure of Man's Body, is 
much the ſame as Revelation affords us 
for we find that the Body of Man conſiſts of 
the ſame Kind of Eſſence that conſtitutes 
the Globe he inhabits, which Eſſence is 
univerſally called Matter. | 

But what does this Matter conſiſt of? or 
out of what was it made? — The Anſwer 
that I believe would moſt generally be given 
to this Queſtion is the following:—lIt was 
made by the Creator of all . out of 
Nothing.— 
ae But 


6123 

Bur to this Anſwer two Objectiòns aſe, 
which ſeem to me to be attended with in- 
ſutmountable Difficulties. The firſt is, How 
can Something be made out of Nothing? an 
Exiſtence out of a Non- exiſtenee:?: 
The next is, Where was there a Nothing 
to make fo latge a Something out of ? for 
let us conſider, how prodigious muſt be that 
Quantity of Matter which forms the. Uni- 
verſal Syſtem of Globes, whoſe Number we 
are told, and may readily believe, is as the 
Sands of the Sea Shore? 

We will diſcuſs the former Point firſt, 
MSP how an Exiſtence. can be made 
out of a Non-exiftence? It may be called 
Preſumption in us to meaſure infinite Power 
by our finite Underſtandings ; but tho it is 
| Certain that Gop is able to do ab 
_. More than we are able to underſtand, yet I 
am of Opinion, that Gop has made us ca- 
pable of underſtanding much more than 
we are awate of; and while we have no 
Intention of derogating from his Honour, 
we have a Right to exerciſe our Reaſon, and 
employ our Talents in ſearching into his 
Divine Nature, as well as into our own Hu- 
manity ; and that it is even pleafing to God 


| that we ſhould do ſo for we may be well 
| aſſured, 


(23) 

ſelves, the more we ſhall underſtand of Gobi 
and the more we underſtand of of God, the 
more we ſhall ws 3 a —_ his 
1 Majeſty. 11 815 9 

To proceed then, I well e $f 
— that Gop himſelf, tho able to effect 
what is infinitely beyond the Reach of u- 
man Capacity, cannot do Impoſſibilities; 
and that tho his Power is Almighty over 
every thing that does exiſt, yet he neither 
has, can, nor need to have, any Power over 
what is not in being; nor will it be any Ad- 
dition to his Honour to ſuppoſe he ever 
had; for we ſhall in the following Pages 
endeavour to point out, that neither the 
Honour nor the Service of -Gop has been 
at all promoted by Men's allotting to that 
Divine Being ſuch Properties and Diſpoſi- 
tions as ſuited with their 'own- whimdica] 
Imaginations, and which-they had no other 
Authority for; on the contrary, true Reli- 
gion, or the pure Worſhip of God, h 
been thereby greatly impeded; for When 
Men of ſome Diſcernment ſaw what was 
called Religion convetted into a Trade, in 
which every crafty Device and cunning De, 
crit handen made uſe of to propagate whas 


Gop 


(14) 
Gov never wanted the over Officiouſneſs of 
Man to promote, they have been induced 
to believe, either that there was no Gop at 
all, and conſequently no Worſhip required, 
or elſe that he was not a juſt Gop to ſuffer 
his Creatures to be ſo impoſed upon: the 
Conſequences that muſt naturally ariſe from 
either of theſe Sentiments will readily occur 
to every thinking Mind, and indeed muſt 
have fallen under the Obſervation of every 
nb h has: — to dane dn of Matu- 


But mough 1 om mention 1 thee miſtaken 
Zeal has done great Harm to the Cauſe of 
Religion, yet I would not be thought to 
juſtify thoſe, who, by the Means above- 
mentioned, have taken Occaſion to deny 
the Being of a Gos, or to neglect and ridi- 
cule Divine Worſhip; for how much ſoever 
they might diſlike the Actions of Men, and 
me Proceedings of Gop's Miniſters, yet all 
Nature informs them there is a Gop.— The 
Heavens above; the Earth beneath, and the 
Waters under the Earth, afford them ten 
thouſand undeniable Proofs of it; therefore 
cin a Man perceive there is a Gop, and yet 
deny Adoration to that Gov ! Is there one 
among theſe" Sort of Men who is not ſo 


400 tenacious 


(697) + 
tenacious of his own Honour and Preroga- 
tive as to be angry with a Child, a Servant. 
or other Inferior, who does not obey his 
Commands; and ſhew Reſpect to him? 
What a Wretch then muſt that be WhO ſd 
ſtrictly requires from his Fellow Creatures 
what he himſelf denies to his Maker! 

In reſpect to the Word of Gon, what 
Reaſon or Pretext can a Man poſlibly:find 
to doubt the Authority or Truth of that, let 
the Preachers of it be ever ſo faulty? even 
if they were all; ſo in general, ON 
no Proof of Fallacy in the Goſpel; 
thanks to God, that is not the 8 
there are many of them very good Meng 
ſome have come: within my Knowledge, 
who I believe to be as good, as even An- 
gels could be upon this Earth, were they 
reduced to the ſame. Circumſtances of hu, 
man Life and yet I do not think theſe. 
very People are perfectly infallible in this 
State, or that it ever was in the Power ef 
any Man to be ſo on this Earth, ſince the 
Time of Adam, Jeſus Chriſt excepted. 

As to thoſe Miniſters of the Goſpel, who | 
act ſo inconſiſtently with theit Characters as 


to preach one Thing and practice another; . 
who. are Gop's Seryants one Day in the 


Week, 


—— 


( 16 ) 
Week, ind the Devil's all the reſt: they are 


indeed very” bad Men, add may truly be 
eall d Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing; for they 
eertainly do influence weak Minds, to the 
Prejudice-of hat it is their Duty to pro- 
mote by Example as well as Precept: and 
tho Iam not about to juſtify them, yet 1 
muſt obſerve, that the Manner in which 
Ecdefiaſtical Benefices are beſtow'd, in this 
and. moſt other Nations, has been a my 
great Cauſe of this Evil; for if the Frien 
of a Boy have a Living in their Gift, or In- 
tertſt enough tu procure one, let his Diſpo- 
ſition or Inelin ation be ever ſo unfit he muſt 
be made a Clergyman; or if a Benefice be- 
comes vacant, the Perſon in whoſe Gift it 
is often beſto ws it to him that can make the 
molt Intereſt, and gives himſelf little Con- 
cern about he is the moſt 'worthy—not 
conſidering how ſacred is the Function of a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel But let it be re- 
marked, that if the ſame Perſon wants: a 
Steward himſelf, to take Care of his worldly 
Eſtate, he is very ſolicitous about ewa 
2 and an honeſt Man,— 

© Howevery let the Cauſe bo hat it will, 
2 reaſonable Man ſhould no more find Fault 
withs 9 which conſiſts as well in 
— public 


(/ Dj 


public as private Devotion, becauſe chere are 
bad Paſtors in the Church, than he ſhould 


find Fault with the Structure of the natural 
World, becauſe there are ſome © FF.» weden 


ing, (nay; what is ſtill much worle) for ris 
dieuling Divine Worſhip, is becauſe, they 
have ſtudied Natural Philoſophy-ſo deeply, 
as.to find out that it is the World moves 
round the Sun, and not the Sun round the 
World, as the Scripture pretends $ to tell us; * 
—and therefore, ſay bey, it muſt be al 
Stuff, Prieſtcraft, and wank not nen, 80 
Apoſtles were a Pack of Impoſtors as | 
I am; that any ſhould have left: the World 

with Sentiments ſo ſhocking to human Na- 
ture! but ſure I am, and have great Extaoy 
in being ſo, that in a very little Time more, 
all ſuch will quit the human Boſom, and 
fly away like Chaff before the Wind, or 
melt like Snow beneath the Sun; and yet 1 
cannot hel p being f urprized, that any Man 

could ever imagine, that the Maker of ſo 
many Millions of human Creatures ſhould 
never have any Communication with his 


e ; nor by any Means e ee 
D 


* ro ſpeak in their own Language. 


(8 * 


to ent his Will and Pleaſure, or inform 
them why they were made, and how they 
came to be in the unhappy State they ure: 
in at preſent. 11 0 
I fay, is it conſiſtent with Reisen 05 
think, that he wilo cannot fail of being the 
beſt-natured Being in the Univerſe,” ſhould: 
be to ankind'to'his Creatures as that would 
have been No! it is perfectly inconſiſtent 
with Reaſon, and as much fo with Expe- 
rience likewiſe; for whoever will read care- 
fully the Sacred Hiſtory, will find there 
what no human Minds, without divine Di- 
rection, could poflibly furniſh. Do they 
diſlike it the more becauſe tlie Contents 
came from a human Pen? ſurely no! Was 
it not the kindeſt and moſt indulgent Man- 
ner, in which God could commuſmicate his 
Will and Pleaſure to them, to enable a a Fel- 
low - Creature to do ſo, that they might re- 
ceive it without Terror, and that their 
Minds might be gradually informed and pre- 
pared to receive his Commands For ſo 
00d has that gracious Being ever been, that 
he has choſe rather to invite in the moſt en- 
gaging Manner, than compel to Obedience. 
There we may learn by whom we were 
made, why we were made, and how we 
came 


4 ig ' 

came to be in our preſent unhappy. Circams 
ſtances. We are likewiſe informed, that 
God does not intend his Creatures, ſhopld 
always remain ſo; but, on the contrary, has 
given his moſt ſolemn Promiſe that they 
ſhall not, provided they will obey ſuch Com- 
mands as are calculated for their own, Gopd 
only; for what can Man do to profit Gon? 
An humble Adoration is ſurely the leaſt 
he can beſtow, as a grateful Tribute to his 
Maker; Gop wants neither his Money nor 
his-Labour—nothing.but a grateful Heart; 
and. deſires, but very little Time to be ſpent 
in his Service if it is cordially employ d, and 
freely gives him leave to beſtow all the reſt 
in ſerving himſelf and Fellow-Creatures; 
provided he makes uſe of the proper Means, 
or ſuch-asto the beſt of his Knowledge ſeems 
proper. And what Reward, does Gop pro- 
miſe for ſuch Obedience ? — An eyerlaſting 
Life of Joy and Felicity! A Reward infi- 
nitely 1 all that the whole World aul 
ſee Men, 3 of Senſe, Honour, = 
Integrity, neglect the Acquiſition of the only 
Reward worth their Acceptance, while they 
take vaſt Pains, ſuffer great Anxiety of Mind, 
and bow and cringe like Dogs to their Fel- 
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( 26 ) 
low-Creatures,—-for the Sake of a little fal- 
lacious temporary Honout or Profit 


I have known others object to the Autho- 
pity of Holy Writ, on account of the many 
fimple and emingiy inſignificant Relations 
in it:—but I would afk if it does not like- 
wiſe contain the moſt noble, elegant and 
emphatic Language ever committed to Paper? 

That it does no Body can deny. Why then 
ſhould they pick out aer Parts, and 
make a Handle of them to condemn the 
whole by? Was a fine Lady, or a pretty 
Fellow, to expoſe themſelves to public View, 
in order that their Comlineſs might be ex- 
amined for Approbation, he or ſhe would 
think it very unfair and ungenerous that the 
Spectators ſhould pull them to Pieces, and 
examine their Features one by one, (and 
more eſpecially, if, for one Imperfection, 
their whole Body ſhould be condemn'd;) 

but would dere to be judged of by the 
Lump, or their whole Figure taken 5 
ther. 

The Sacred Sheets were intended to give 
us not only an Account of our Duty to Gop 
and ourſelves, but alſo a true Hiſtory of hu- 
man Nature; which nothing could give us 
A Jaſter Idea of, than a plain and ſimple 


Relation 
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acted, by the different Degrees of People 


inhabiting the Earth in the ſuoceſſivo Age 


of the World ;—and as the Inhabitants: of 
the Earth, when numerous; always col 
ſiſted of People of different Stdtions; :Capas 
cities, and Diſpoſitions, ſo it was the Pleas 
ſure of Gop to give us Specimens of the 
reſpective Behaviours! of theſe different Peo- 
ple; and therefore directed the | inſpired 
Writers to paint the different Paſſages in 
ſuch a Stile and Language, as was peculiarly 
adapted to the reſpective Nature of each ys 
ren fas Sen 4 
Occaſions in the ſame Tone, Stile, and Man- 
ner, tho' his Language might be ever ſo 
ſublime and emphatic; the World would, 
with Reaſon, call him a conceited pedantic 
Fool; and he would often be a diſagreeable 
Companion — for a Man of real Senſe adapts 
his Stile and Manner to the Nature of the 
Subject he is upon, and to the Circumſtances 
of Time, Place, Company and Occafion;— 
and ſuch a one, provided he neither dero- 


gates from Gop's Honour, nor deceives his 


Fellow-Creature, has as great a Right to be 


merry, nay even trifling or childiſh at ſome- 
times, 


Relation of the Facts committed, or Parts 
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times, as he has to be ſerious, ſenſible and 


grave at others; and inſtead of offending 
God or Man by ſo doing, may act more 


agreeably to the Pleaſure of both; — and yet 


ill-natured Criticks, who were ever an offen- 
ſive Part of Mankind, by repreſenting par- 
ticular Circumſtances of ſuch a Man's Beha- 
viour, even without - deviating from the 
Truth, might make that Man appear in a 
very ridiculous Light, whoſe Life, taken all 
together, would make a ſhining Figure. 

I have made a greater Digreſſion than I 


intended, but choſe to ſay: thus much in 


Behalf of Revelation before I proceeded: any 
farther, left the Reader ſhould imagine the 
Philoſophical Road I am here taking, in- 


ſtead of leading me to Religion, will carry 


me from it, as it has too often done thoſe 
who previouſly had an Inclination that it 
ſhould. But with virtuous Minds Religion 
and Philoſophy have always join'd Hands.— 
However, IJ have more than a few Hopes, 
that before long, that very Study, which 
Has lead ſo many aſtray from their Gop, will 
prove the ſureſt Means of reſtoring them to 
him again. 
To proceed then in giving my Opinion: 
All the Matter which the whole. created 
Syſtem 


—— n 
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Syſtem of Beings conſiſts of, was not form'd/ 
or produced from Nothing but, on the con- 


trary, ever has had an Exiſtence, and ever: 
will continue to have one o tho“ not im its 


preſent State; for tho it may be changed in 
whatſoever Manner Gop' pleaſes, yet not ſo 
much as one Particle of it can poſſibly be: 
annihilated ; but of this more preſently. 
I now come to the ſecond Point in Que 


ſtion.—Where was ny a Nothing We | 


out of? 211 Jo Kon bin 
The moſt common eins 1 amb 
quainted with, capable of conveying” aw 
Idea of the Word Nothing, ate theſe: Non- 
exiſtence, Vacuum, or Void Space. 


But if we ſuppoſe there is, or ever was; 


ſuch a Thing“ as Void Space in the Uni- 
verſe, we. infallibly ſuppoſe that Gop! is 
neither infinite in Extent, nor omnipreſent; 
for there can be no Vacuum where the Di- 
vine Preſence is, unleſs we conceive Gow 
has no Eſſence at all, and then he would be 
an Infinite Nothing, an Omniſcient Nothing, 
an Omnipotent Nothing But I would not 
call myſelf a Nothing, and much leſs my 
Gop for nee has _— been obſerv d, 
| | 1 bas vou 

* The Word Thins i is bete Wade aſe of entirely 
for the 'Sake of- Expreſſion. Ius 107! 01D ei 
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( 24) 
you may call the Divine Eflence a ſpiritual, 
and nat a corporeal Being, yet that Spirit 
muſt have ſome Eſſence or Quality by which 
it exiſts, or it could as little poſſeſs Wiſdom. 
and exerciſe Power as occupy Space; — and 


eanſequently could be neither here, une 
nor any where elſeQ. 

We, by exhauſting a Reguizer * an 7 
Pump, can make a Kind of Vacuum in re- 
ſpect to Air; but there is {till a more ſubtle 
Fluid, which occupies the Space the Air poſ- 
ſeſs d, call it Æther, or what you will, — 
wbich, when, the Air is let into the Re- 
ceiver again, gives way to that, as that 
would to Water, and Water to a Fluid, or 
Body denſer ſtill; therefore this Experi- 
ment only proves a ſeeming Vacuum. 

It is abſolutely neceſſary that there ſhould 
be Bodies and Elements of different Degrees 
of Denſity, that ſome might be in Motion 
while others are at reſt, and one be able to 
move in another. 1 84 2 
. Now let us conſider, that if there were 
no created Beings, Gop, the Divine Spirit, 


would be alone in the Univerſe, nay, would 


be the whole Univerſe himſelf: and tho all 
Perfection and Felicity in that State, yet 
there would be nothing to bear Witneſs of 
his Glory, nor any thing to diſplay his in- 

| 1 finite 
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which all, when bor born, r 


Mothers for them in the Wn ths that not . 


only keeps us alive, but alſo, gives to the 
Body thoſe Lurprizing Faculties Which it 


enjoys ſo long as it is 10 N chere⸗ ks 


with: — which Facyl ties ar 


thought to be exerciſed by on Fd | 
Soul, refiding i in the Body during Life, and 


forſaking it in Death,——Moſes does not ſay 


that Gap formed the Body of Man out of 


the Duſt of the Ground, and afterwards his 
Soul out. of ſomething elſe, and then put 
them together; but 24. when | the Body was 
form'd out of the Duſt, it Was the Breath 
of Life cauſed that Body to become a Living 
Soul.— 

This is indeed the Caſe with all Men; and 
and every Part of the Phyſiology, when 
carefully examined, abſolutely proves it to 
be ſo and we may in this Operation, or 


Diſpenſation of the Divine Being, obſerve 
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as much Beanty and Wiſdom as in bis other 
wonderful Works; for by this Means Gop 
is not under a Neceſſiy of creating a Soul 
to eyery Body that is formed, which truſt 
have been the Caſe, not only with Man, but 
every ed Being whatſpever, that is ca- 
85 ol h e very alt Degree of Senſation 
or voluntary N Motion; * but as all are form- 
ed 'out of one and the fame Matter, ſo are 
all animated by one and the ſame Breath of 
Life; and yet each has a perfect Identity, 
and ſuch different Capacities, as the Great 
Creator intended the Species to which it be- 
longs ſhould! be capable af exerting. Now 
let us examine what there i is in the Air ſo 
neceſſary 1 to Life, that When once we have 
breathed it, we can live but a very few, Mi- 
nutes without continuing to do ſo. 


44 


Thet two principal Ingredients which ce con- 
ſtitute the Air, are Fire and Water; ; theſe 
are blended together in a very curious Man- 
ner, for anſwering the various and great 
Uſes this Element was deſigned for.— 

Water we find to be nothing more "than 
the inſenſible Matter of the Univerſe, which, 
oy a proper Configuration of its Particles, 
| becomes 
Every Worm, InſeR, Oiſter, and the moſt im- 


perfect living Creatures inhabiting the Air, Earth and 
Water, 


(/35;)) 


becomes a fluid Body, when mixed with 


the Particles of Fire. 5 = 6. 77 C22 "4 3+: « £76 Ti 


Therefore, we can regard this Watry | 


Part of the Air, as contributing to the great: 
Uſe under Conſideration, in no other Man- 


ner than juſt ſerving as a Medium of Con- 


veyance to the Particles of Fire, and a 


Means of tempering that Element in a pro- 
per Pegree.— 

Let us now enquire a little i into the Na- 
ture and Qualities of the other Ingredient of 
the Atmoſphere, Fire, and ſee what Reaſon 7 
we have to expect ſuch re Effects | 
from that. | 

I need not mention the curious 
ment made by Dr. Harvey, Who, by the 
Application of a warm Finger, cauſed the 
Punfum Saliens in an Egg to repeat its Pul- 
ſations at his Pleaſure; nor the many other 
Experiments taken Notice of by ] Mr. Frete, 
Dr. Shebeare, and other i ingenious Authors, 
who have lately wrote upon this Subject; 
For daily Experience affords us the ſtrongeſt | 
Proofs of the ſ urprizing animating Quali- 
ties which Fire is endow'd with. 

This Power it diſplays fo conſtantly to 
our Senſes, that we may plainly perceive it 
not N gives Life originally to every Wan 
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(36505 
in the animal and vegetable Kingdom, but 
may likewiſe obſerve, that without itd In- 
fluence in ſome Degree or other, Life can- 


not be preſerved in any thing; fot where - 


e pn peg were is Fire irs 
proportionate ree. 
Let us confider Hkewil. the "ey 2 


many Comforts we receive from this Ele- 


ment, not only in cold Weather, and in 4 
culinary Way, but likewiſe that which we 
receive from it conftantly by the Organs of 

Viſion :for" the Rays of Eight and Co- 
lour, whieh it dap and quaquaver- 
ſally tranſmits in a moſt curious Manner, 
not only enable us to ofe the moſt chatrh- 
ing of alf our Senſes, Sight, but BKewife 
make the Objects we behold appear” 0 us 


| with a beautiful Variety. © 


It is not only the moſt beautiful Object: 2 
human Eye beholds, but is alſo the Cauſe 


of Beauty in every other Thing; for Win- 


out this the moſt curious Flower would 


| have no more Delicacy of Colour, nor the 


Diamond any more ſparkling than a Piece 


of Charcoal; I mean were we capable of 
ſeeing. them. 


Many Philoſo phers have been miſtaken F 
concerning the Produdtion as well as the Na- 


ture 


63 


tare of this Element, imagining it to bevidy 
the Particles of common Matter put in Mo- 
tion: but the Miſtake lies hete, Matter ir 
Motion will attract and collect fuch a Quar- 
tity of this Element, which is every Were 
abotitiding in the Atrhoſphere, as to pro- 


duce Heat and Light; but neither one nor 


tko other proceeds from that Matter put in 
Motion, but from the Fire collected thereby, 
When two Boards are rubb'd together, 
they grow warmer gradually, and at tength' 
will become on a Blaze; but this proceeds 
from the Particles of Fire being collected 
from the Air by Friction, and not from the 
very conſtituent Particles of the Wood 
changing their Nature and being converted 
into Fire. When a Flint and Steef are 
ſtruck ſmartly together, the Sparks of Fire 
| proceed neither from the Flint nor the Steel, 
but from the Air concuſs'd between them. 


"Tis on this Account too, that one Candle 


wilt light an infinite Number of others, 
without having its own Flame diminiſhed” 


in the leaſt; and one Spark of Fire inſtantiy 


inflane a World of Gunpowder ; for it is 


very abſurd. to imagine, that the great Quanw- 
tity of Fire which a ſmall Spark occaſions, 


when applied to Gunpowder, is contained 
11 1 8 ü in F 
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in the Powder, or that the Spark applied 
immediately expands itſelf to ſo great a De- 
gree.—It is in all theſe Caſes occaſioned by 
the Fire i in the circumambient Air, which 
is as ready t to ruſh. to the leaſt Spark, when 
chat is applied.to a a Sund eaſily. inflam d, 


by 4 — LY 


But to pre ; As the Air is a Vehicle 
to the ſubtile Spirit, Fire, ſo is Fire to a 
Spirit of a far more glorious Nature ſtill, 
to which it owes its admirable Qualities of 
Activity, Light and animating Power. 
And I hope I have Leave now to diſcloſe 
a Thought which twelve Years. ago darted 
into my Mind like a Flaſh of Lightning, 
and made ſuch an Impreſſion thereon, that 
I ſet down the very Hour it occurred to me. 
It is that Fire conveys to us nothing leſs. 


than the Divine Spirit of the Supreme Being, * 


which, were our Eyes in the preſent State 


of Exiſtence capable of beholding, would- 
- as far excell in Splendour and Glory the, 


dazzling Sun, as that does a Piece of Char- | 


coal,— _ 
The Sun ges Brightneſs to 8 no 
1 than while its ** are upon them, 
f | 37 but 0 
And that it is this which both ; oak: us r N 


Womb, and gives us thoſe ſurprizing Faculties we are 
capable of during Life. 


Blood, and is ſecreted by the glandular Sub- 


(39) 
but the Divine Glory left fuch® a Brighttis(s 
on Moſes's Countenance, that' when he carne 
down from the Mount he was obliged to 
cover it, it ſtruck ſuch a Terror in the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael. *X 
I what 1 have here advanced ſtands the 


Teſt of Philoſophical Obſervation, as I ſhall 
ſhortly make appear, what the Apoſtle fays, 
that Gop is above all, through all, and in 
us all, is literally true. Like wiſe what the 
Prophet Tatah tells us, that it is Gon who 
gives Breath to the People upon the m. 
and Spirit to them that walk therein. 

Many other Paſſages do likewiſe exiting 
well correſpond with the above; —ſuch as 
Gop's ſpeaking to Moſes out of a burning 
Buſh ;—to Saul from a great Light;—the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apo- 
ſtles in the Shape of firey Tongues; and 
many more which will be more conve- 
niently quoted in the Sequel of theſe Sheets. 

The Manner in which the Divine Spirit 
gives our Bodies the admirable Faculties | 
they are endow'd with while animated, js 
as follows : 

It enters our Lungs wich: the Air we.in- 


ſpire, from thence paſſes into the Maſs. of 


ſtance 


Os 
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Ranco of the Brain, and ſent from thence 
through the whole Syſtem of Nerves and 
Muſcular Fibres, giving the Neryes a Power 
to feel, and the Muſcles a Power to moye ; 
and this Power they retain, in ) proportionate 
kes, ſo long as there. is an 36 
Do Spirit in them, BF 2a, — 4, 
The Muſcles indeed do not 434K al 
their Influence from the Brain through the 
Channel of the Nerves, but principally from 
the Maſs of Blood, (except ſuch as are very 
ſmall, and have their Motions much de- 
pendant on the Will,) by the ſpirituous Ef- 
fluvium pervading the tender Coats of the 
ſmall Blood Veſſels, which each Muſcle i is 
ſo plentifully ſupplied with: and hence it 
is, that aur Muſcles are capable of acting 
when we are in a State of Inſenſibility, 
which during Life is always cauſed by ſome 
Interruption to the Secretion of animal Spi- 
rits * in the Brain, which happens — — 
naturally, as during Sleep, or accidentally 
from various Diſorders ; and when this is 
totally obſtructed, by an external e 
buon, 


. This ar antient Term i pot ut iſt improper ; for that 
there is a Fluid, or ſubtile Vapour, paſling through the 


Nerves, tho as inviſible as Air, a great many very ſa» 
tiefaQory Experiments have been made to prove. 


= 

ſion, as in a Fracture of the Skull, or an in- 
ternal one, where the Blood Veſſels are 
over-crowded with Blood, as in an Apo, 
plexy,—or elſe by the Blood's not being ſent 
to the Brain in a ſufficient Quantity. ſay, 
when an Interruption to the Secretion of 
animal Spirits happens from either of thoſe 
Cauſes, in a great Degree, Death is the 
ſpeedy and infallible Conſequence: when 
in a ſmaller Degree, the Faculties are pro- 
portionably ſuſpended or . 09.4, till (is 
Cauſe is removed.— | 

We may compare the Brain and Nerves 
to an Electrical Apparatus; fo long as the 
Globe is turn d, the electric Matter is col- 
lected and diſtributed along the Wire or 
Chain to any Diftance, and ſo long to the 
electrical Phenomena will ' exhibit them- 
ſelves ; but when the Globe ſtops, all ceaſes. 
he Animal Vapour indeed does not ſo 
ſoon quit the Nerves and Muſcular Fibres, 
as the electric Matter does the Wire or 
Chain through which it paſſes; and on this 
Account it is that ſuch Animals, as have 
their Fluids of a viſcid tenacious Nature, 
will be capable of Senſation, Volition and 
Muſcular Motion, a long Time after their 
Heads are eut off, and even their Bodies cut 
92 n 5 "= in 
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in many Pieces, —ſuch as Eels, Vipers, Gc. 
pon theſe two Functions, Feeling and 
Moving, depend all human Knowledge and 
Power they are at firſt ſimply given to 
vs when in a State of Embrio's, and it is 
Experience only that cauſes us to exerciſe 
both in ſuch great Perfection as we do when 
arrived to the Years of Maturity. 
Feeling is the Baſis of all our Thoughts, 
as will preſently be explained. — 

The other Four Senſes, Seeing, Hearing, 
Smelling and Taſting, are all reducible to 


this one Feeling, and are only neceſſary and 
beautiful Diverſifications of it ; for the Or- 


gans, tho' differently form'd for the Recep- 


tion of Intelligence five different Ways, are 
all provided with the ſame Kind of Nerves, 
and thoſe Nerves influenced by the ſame 
Divine Spirit which makes the whole Sy- 
ſtem capable of that ſurprizing Function, 
Perception; which at firſt is no more than 
a very obſcure and imperfect Conſciouſneſs, 
ariſing in the Nervous Syſtem, when any 
Object affects any one or more of the Or- 
gans of Senſation: and when the human 


Embrio is firſt form d, it has no more clear 


nor rational Ideas than an Oyſter, or ſuch 
like en Animal has, which is only 
endow'd 
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endow'd ſimply with a Power to feel and 

move, without ever being able to form any 
rational Reflection; but in Proportion as 
the Organs of Senſation in a Child are more 
exerciſed, its Perception becomes clearer, 
and the Cenſorium forms more diſtinct —_ 
regular Ideas or Thoughts. 

By the Cenſorium, I mean that Part of 
the Brain which is called the Medullary Sub- 
ſtance ; for this is properly the Soul, and not 
an immaterial Nothing, whimſically placed 
here and there, no Body knows where. 

The Nerves are only Continuations, -or 
clongated Portions of this medullary Sub- 
ſtance, very neceſſarily ſurrounded with firm 
Coats, which guard it againſt thoſe Acci- 
dents which muſt elſe infallibly happen to 
ſo tender a Subſtance :—and as theſe Nerves 
are diſtributed to all Parts of the Body that 
require being ſenſible, it is by that Means, 
and by that only, that the Soul is fo inſtan- 
taneouſly inform'd of every thing that hap- 
pens to the moſt diſtant Parts of the Body; 
for all know how unſatisfactorily this has 
been accounted for from a Reflux of the 
animal Spirits, * Vibration, Undulation „c. 

8 2 or 


* Without pointing out what Impulſe there was to 
= them that Reflux ! Fl 


„e 
or in ſhort by any Syſtem which places the 
Soul in the Brain only, or by placing her 
whereſover, if repreſented as a diſtinct im- 
material Principle or Being.—But by this 
we find, that the Soul is preſent in every 
ſenfible Part of the Body; ſo that when- 


ever an Object affects the moſt diſtant Part, 


the whole Soul is as inſtantaneouſſy ac- 
quainted with it, as an electrical Shock is 
felt at every Diſtance of an electrified Wire 
or Chain.—As it is abſolutely neceſſary that 
there ſhould be a Communication between 
the Cenſorium and thoſe Muſcles. of the 
Body which require being dependant on the 
Will, there are Nerves going to thoſe Muſ- 
eles from the Cenſorium or Medulla Spi- 
nalis, which is alſo a Continuation of the 
Brain; —but thoſe Muſcles which are not 
dependant on the Will, are ſupplied with 
very few and ſmall Nerves, of which the 
n is a remarkable Inſtance. 
ut if the Influence is not duly convey's 
to the Nerves, which are diſtributed to the 
diſtant Parts of the Body,—then thoſe Parts 
become inſenſible, and the Soul loſes her 
Command of them ; this is manifeſted to 
us daily by that Numbneſs, Inſenſibility, and 
Impotency we feel in one of our Legs and 
Feet when we ſit, ſo as that the great Nerve 
repairing 
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repairing to the Leg is compreſs d for by | 
this Compreſſion the Nervous Influence is 
prevented from paſſing fo freely along to the 
inferior Parts as is neceſſary; - but when the 
Compreſſion ceaſes, we can feel it trickle 
along throngh the Nerves, to which it gives 
at firſt a very diſagreeable Senſation, aud 
we afterwards recover the Senſibility and 
Motion of the Parts. This Obſervation; and | + 
a Number of others, which I believe it will 1 
not be neceſſary to mention, are very con- 
vincing Proofs, that the Nerves receive their 
ſurprizing Faculties intirely from the ſubtile 
Vapour that paſſes through them; and not. 
only the Nerves, but the Cenſorium alſo, 
owe their Functions to the Divine Influence 
of this Vapour, or Spirit; for when any thing 
prevents its regular Admiſſion to that, the 
Soul not only loſes her Power over the Body, 
but alſo loſes herſelf; even loſes the Power 
of Thinking.“ — If the Affection or Diſ- 
order is partial, the Effects or Conſequences 
are proportionate. The Reaſon why all 
Thought, Reflection, or Memory, is exer- 
cis'd in the Head, is not ſo much becauſe 
this is the Origin of the Nerves and Foun- 
* Thus we alſo find, that what David ſays is lite- 

rally true hen the Breath of Man goeth forth, he 


ſhall turn again to his Earth, and then all his Thoughts 
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tain of Influence, but becauſe here is ſo great 
a Quantity of this Medullary Subſtance, 


which it was the Pleaſure of the Creator 


ſhould' be ſuſceptible of the wonderful Ef- 
fects of the Divine Influence, and no other 
Part of the human Fabrickx: And there- 


forgz this Part may not only be call'd the 


Senſorium Commune, but likewiſe very pro- 
perly the Soul.* 
All the reaſonable and religious Objdc« 
tions that can be rais d to oppoſe this Aſſer- 
tion, I flatter myſelf the Reader will find 
fully anſwer d, before he gets to rt Conclu- 
ſion of theſe Sheets. | 
It will perhaps be thought infufficient that 
I point out whence our Bodies are animated, 
and receive thoſe ſurprizing Faculties we 
are capable of exerciſing during Life, unleſs 
I was to explain mechanically in what Man- 
ner the Divine Spirit communicates its 
wonderful Influence to that Part of our Bo- 
dies which may be call'd the Soul, or Ner- 
vous Syſtem.—But I ſhould imagine, that 
a Mind incapable of being convinced by fo 
many other collateral Proofs, and thoſe Phi- 
loſophical Obſervations and Experiments, 
which amount to nothing leſs than a De- 


monſtration 


* Provident Nature has taken Care to give this Part 
of the Brain a very ſtrong Defence. 
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monſtration of this Fact, would not be per- 
ſuaded that the World was created by the 
Almighty, unleſs the Manner how Fas 'be 
mechanically explain d likewiſe —TheStudy 
of Natural Philoſophy in all its Branches is 
certainly very curious and commendable, 


and much Merit is due to the many great 


Men that have made Improvements and Diſ- 
coveries therein; but whoever expects to 
reduce every Operation in Nature to mecha- 

nical Laws, or Mathematical Principles, 
may long employ his Time in vain, and will 


at laſt infallibly find himſelf miſtaken; for 


moſt of the hidden and minute Operations 
attributed to Nature are the Effects of no- 
thing leſs than the conſtant and uniform Ex- 
ertion of that ſame Almighty. Power which 
firſt form'd the Univerſe, and is conſtantly 
employ'd in ordering the ſame ; without 
which it could no more preſerve the Har- 
mony and Order-of its Exiſtence, than Þ © 
could at firſt acquire it. 
We may reduce the Operations of. — 
upon Matter to the Laws and Principles 
above-mention d, but never can the Opera- 
tions of the Divine Spirit upon it 
But, as I before obſerv d, Philoſophical. En- 
Youu are not only commendable but, even 
neceſlary ; 
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neceſſary; not only on account of the Op- 
portunities they give us, of ſeeing and ad- 
miring the wonderful Works of Gop ; but 
likewiſe by Reaſon that without the Diſco- 


veries made in the different Branches of that 


Science, che one that I now point out could 
not have been clearly underſtood. 


It is no Fault to admire the admirable Ef- 
feats of Divine Wiſdom and Power; but to 


attribute to blind Chance what we owe to 
the immediate Influence of that very Power 


by which we live, move. and have Heng, 


. nu indeed! N 


One Objection which I ſuppoſe will infal- 
150 be made to what T — Aenne, con- 


cerning the Nature of the Soul, will be the 
common one, which denies to Matter a Power 


of Thinking. But why is this denied? Is it 


decauſe we Can't account for it > Do we not 
find Matter is abſolutely endow'd with a 


Quality as difficult to account for as this? 


I mean Attraction.— Then why deny that 


the Creator can give the one Quality to 
Matter as well as the other ? eſpecially when 


by denying it, and having Recourſe to an 


immaterial: Being, placed in every animated 


Body ef Matter, you draw on a Chain, not 
any! of 8 but alſo of Difficulties, 


wi much 
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How ith it is ſo firmly fix d to the Body, as 
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much greater than what you refuſe to admit 
of at firſt ; and by ny ARES, = 


encounter with Mountains. 
I before obſerv'd that it is ĩ to ex- 
vida any one of the Phyſiological Myfteries 


upon the Principle of an immaterial Soul, - 
How it ſo nicely watches the firſt Forma- 
tion of every Body „ 


not to forfake it in its various Motions, and 
yet upon a Stoppage of the Circulation of the 
Blood, or Infpiration of Air, it preſently 
flies away. According to that Syſtem it is 
this Being only which feels, thinks, reafons; 
reflects, enjoys Pleafure, and ſuffers Pain; 
for all the Parts of the Body would ſtill be 
inſenſible Matter, and the Nerves be no 
more capable of Pain, than the Hairs on the 
Head, (unlefs you allow the Soul a Capacity 
of communicating its own Qualities to them; 
but this would be giving a Power to the Soul 
which is denied to the Anigbty.— How can 
an Irregularity in the Circulation of a mate- 


tial Fluid, not only impede this immaterial 


Principle in the Exerciſe of thoſe Functions, 
but likewiſe totally deprive it even of the 
Power of Thinking? How old Age and the 
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various Diſorders of the Body, influence and 
diſorder the Soul likewiſe ? 

How account for the Revival of Inſects? 

The Senſation and motive Power remain- 
bog in the Parts of Animals, fo long after 
cut to Pieces ? 

The ſurpriſing Phenomena relating to the 
Pollypus? The Life and Senſation of Ani- 
mals wanting a Brain ? (for let it be obſerv'd 
they have Nerves, and there is a Secretion 
perform'd at the Origin of thoſe Nerves) 
with a great many more Phenomena, which 
ever have and ever can be but very lamely 
accounted for upon that Principle.*® _ 
But all are made very plain by that which 
I here advance, as will ſo readily appear that 
I need not mention the Manner how. 

Thoſe who ſo poſitively deny the Poſlibi- 
ley of thinking Matter were not aware what 
Matter originally was ; but notwithſtanding 
that, I am ſurprized they ſhould ſo ſtrenu- 
ouſly declare it impoſſible that Matter can't 
think, as well as any Subſtance or Eſſence 
they could ſuppoſe the Soul to conſiſt of; 
for tho' they call'd it immaterial, and it is 
hard to know what they mean by that Term; 
yet ſurely they could not mean a Nothing, 
a. Non exiſtence, —Some kind of Eſſence it 


muſt 


"> 1 might indeed ſay not at all. 
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muſt have, and tho' they might imagine it 
to be of a more ſubtile and ſpirituous Nature 
than groſs Matter; yet the Capacity of 
Thinking cannot depend upon Subtility, 
Fluidity, Inviſibility, 13 Property, [ 
they can allot to what they cal an immaterial 
Being. 

Some 45 that becauſe Thought ieſelf eim. 
material, ſo muſt the Soul be that frames it: 
But I preſume they might as well have ſaid, 
that becauſe Sound is not a material * 

a Bell that makes it can't be ſo either. 

: In: ſhort, the Power of Thinking, in all 
created Beings, depends entirely upon the 
Will and Pleaſure of Gop, as WE 'as ies 2 
Exiſtence does. ul 

In the preſent State of Matter it is not in. 
the leaſt neceſſary that all of it ſhould think, 
but on the contrary, abſolutely neceſſary that 
none of it ſhould be inveſted with that Power, 
but what enters into the Compoſition of Be- 
ings, whoſe Make and the Uſes they were” 
thereby:defign'd for, require it. 

And as it would have been extremely. in- 
convenient for all the Matter which com- 
poſes even a human Body to be made ſenſi- 
ble, the All-wiſe Creator has ſo order 'd it, 
n wy thoſe Parts of our Bodies are ſo, : 

_—_ which 


— * 
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— are moſt conveniently fituated for the 
arpoſe ;* and we may as well aſk, Why he 

3 nod mg ths Eyx fo hear and the Ear 
to ſee, as to aſk why the other Parts of the 


do enen {ane Olficy as the 
Nerves. 


And as it was likewiſe the Divine Pleaſure: 
that Life and Health ſhould; in out preſent 
State of Exiſtence, be vety precarious and 
uncertain, Gon has thanght proper ta convey 
\ the animating Influence to thoſe Parts in 
ſuck a Manner, as that it may be liable to 
Obſtruction from the moſt ordinary Cauſes ; 
ſo that according to the Courſe of Nature, 
and by. thoſe Changes produced by the De- 
luge, a few Years wears out our corporeal 
Fabrick, and our animal Faculties decline 
therewith, and ſoon tatally ceaſe ; till it ſhall / 
pleaſe the ſame gracious Being, who brought 
us into this ſhort and temporary Exiſtence, 
to raiſe us up again fran the Duſt we mingle 
with, to that State in which the Devine In- 
fuence will never forſake us again, till we 
are one with Gop, and Gov one one with us, 
to all Eternity. K 

This is poſitively promiſed us, and will 
moſt aſſuredly be perform'd; but let it be 
en that as nothing comes from 
Gop 

Or, : ſhould rather ſay, that need to be ſa, 
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God but what is pure and undeſiled, ſo no- 
thing can return to him again but what is 
ſo and that if we, who are born in a State” 
of original Sin, will not accept of the Mercy 
and Goodneſs, of Gop, in ſending us a Re- 
deemer, to waſh that Stain away, and be- 
have accordingly ; we refuſe to purify our- 
ſelves, by the Means that are graciouſſy gi- 
ven us, and therefore we may depend upon 
it, Gop will infallibly purify us himſelf, by 
his own juſt Judgments for many of the! 
Sins daily committed are even ſhocking to 
human Nature; how much more ſo then 
muſt they be to the Fountain of Goodneſs, 
| Who. is of purer Eye than to behold Ine 
quity! But of this more hereafter. © 
: I dare ſay many who have 1 
of Thinking to Matter, did it purely from a 
religious Principle, becauſe thoſe who have 
entertained ſuch an Opinion have generally 
made ſo bad a Uſe of it, as to attack there - 
with the Fundamentals of Religion but 
let good Minds be no longer | in Pain about 
that, for henceforward it will be out of tho 
Power of Man, by all the Philoſophical 
Diſcoveries he can make, to ſhake the ſolid 
Bulwark of Sacred Writ; but, on the con- 
an. the whole World will ſoon be con- 


uUuuinced, 
. -Y 1 


* 


A 
vinced, not only of the Being of a Gop, but 
alſo: that the Scriptures really contain the 
Word or revealed Will of GoD. And from 
what has already been obſerved, it will not 


only appear how eaſily Gop can commu- 


nicate his Divine Will and Pleaſure to the 
Mind of any Man, » and make him deviate 


in any Manner from that Free Agency 


which Men are otherwiſe inveſted with, 
but likewiſe the Goodneſs of Gop will herein 
be manifeſted; for what kinder Method 


could he poſſibly take of communicating. 


the ſame to Mankind, than by the Mouth 
or Pen of a Fellow Creature? And farther” 


ve may remark the Kindneſs of Gop to 


the Prophets themſelves, in influencing their 
Minds either in an inſenſible Manner, or 
elſe in Dreams; for moſt of the Viſions 
they ſaw were exhibited to them in that 
Manner, and were conſequently leſs ter- 
rifying to them. For tho Dreaming, in 
general, is only a Repetition in the Cenſo- 
rium, of thoſe Thoughts or Senſations which 
were excited by external Objects in the Day- 
time. — (for on this internal Repetition de- 
r tat Power of the Mind called Me- 
mory,) 

'* Since it is by the immediate Operation of his Di- 


vine Spirit that all receive their mental Faculties. 


(3s) 
mory,) yet there have been ſo many In- 
ſtances, even in private Life, of true and 
very remarkable Dreams, which could not 
proceed from the Common Cauſe, that 
ſurely none can doubt the Prophets having 
received Divine Intelligence in this Manner. 
Hence will appear how eaſily Daniel's 
Power of interpreting Dreams may be ac- 
counted for; as alſo his Preſervation in the 
Lions Den, for the ſame Divine Spirit in- 
ſpired him that enables Lions to devour. 
and the Preſervation of the three Youths i in 

the Furnace. | 

It may be urged againſt what ] hem here 
advanced; that the Soul of Man is mon 
and dies with the Body,— _ 
What real — G's have we ever had to 
think otherwiſe ? and what mighty Conſe- 
quence will attend its being ſo, fince a Re- 
ſurrection is as certain as Death —If we 
think a little before we find Fault with c 
thoſe Diſpenſations which all our Wiſdom 
could not even invent, and much leſs: im- 
prove,—we ſhall find that Providence is ex- 
tremely kind to us in this very Circum- 
ſtance— ' 4 

Hoy hard would have Lo the Fate of 


Adam, Eve, and. all thoſe who lived in tha 
early 


{ 56) 
early Ages of the World, had they been 
obliged to live till now, and behold the va- 
rious Viciſſitudes of Fortune, and ben, 
between their Time and ours ? 

On the other Hand, if the Soul and Body 

were two diftin Beings, what muſt be- 
come of the Sout in the intermediate Time 
between Death and the Reſurrection? 
If it remained in an infenfible State, 
what better would it be than the Body 
If in a State of Senfibility, it muſt be 
conſcious of its Merits or Demerits, and 
knowing from thence, or at leaſt fearing, 
what muſt be its Fate at the Reſurrection, 
would not the Sonl of a bad Man, that died 
in the early Apes, ſuffer a vaſt deal more 
than that of one who died in the latter 
Days, tho' their Crimes were equal ? This 
is not conſiſtent with the Juſtice of Gov. 
Some indeed ſuppoſe, that they are judged 
immediately after Death, and the Good are 
received into Bliſs; would it not be ex- 
tremely cruel, if this were the Caſe, to 
make them return again into the Body, to 
a ſecond Judgment on Earth! 

If the Soul was, during Life, the * 
ſenſible Being, and had an intire Command 


over 


— 
hl the” Body, as it muſt if that was true, 


the Body being only inſenſible Matter face 


cording to that Syſtem) and conſequently 
innocent of all that the Soul cauſed it to do, 


here would be the Juſtice in puniſhing 
the Body with. it? | 


And laftly, what Neceſſity could there be 
for a Reſurrection of the Body at all, if the 


out ean have a Being, and be made happy 


of miſerable without it? 


But if Reaſon is not thought a on 
Guide to judge by in this Matter, conſul 
Revelation, and you will there find chat 
even the Saints ate lleeping in the Duſt, as 
ſeveral Paſſages poſitively expreſs; and the 
only Sanction that can be found for a cont 


trary Opinion is, what our Bleſſed Saviour 


ſaid to the repenting 'Thief,—This Day ſhalt 


thou be with me in Paradiſe. But what 


means the Word Day? We have other. 


ſufficient Proofs that Day, i in-the Language 


of the Scriptare, does not mean the Space 
of twelve or twenty-four Hours; — for 
Inſtance, Adam was told, that in tllat 


25 he diſobey d d God's 8 Command, he 
a 1  thould 
PILE PENA Pat e 
attended the Expiration; of our Redeemer on the Croſs, 
one we are told was, that ſeveral of the Saints which 
ſlept aroſe from their Tombs, 


ſhould ſurely. die: — but Adam lived many 
Vears afterwards, before he returned to the 
Duſt from whence he came.— But with 
Gop a Day may include: any Space of Time 
between the Creation and the Diſſolution: 
the Whole may be called a Day, an Age, 
a Generation. But when it is the Pleaſure 
of Gop to limit particular Terms of Time, 
according to human Calculation, it is gene- 
rally expreſsly mentioned ſo by ſome addi- 
tional Phraſe or Diſtinction: for Inſtance, 
Within three Years, as the Years of an Hire- 


bing, the Glory of Moab ſhall fall. 
1 It does not appear, that our Redeemer 


11 was in Paradiſe himſelf. within the Time 

=_ mentioned, according to the common Ac- 

| ceptation of it; and I ſhall hereafter ſhew, 
1 h that Paradiſe is a State yet to come, 

| Nothing can more fully prove the Divine 
Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, and his Doctrine, 
than this very Circumſtance of the Reſur- 
rection, which he and his Apoſtles lay ſo 
great a Streſs upon.— He poſitively tells 
them, that where he went they could not 
go, i. e. to Heaven ;—and that, after the 

; Reſurrection of the Dead, they were to re- 

ceive the Crown of Glory due to their Me- 
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[| | rits'—they. themſelves expreſsly mention, 
| | that it is then only they expect to receive 
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the Reward —Now, if he 10 been that 
Impoſtor which my Heart has often ached 
to hear Men call him, he would rathet 
have preached up a Reward immediately 

after leaving this Life, and not. at the Re- 
ſurrection, which was at ſuch a Diſtance, 
that the many Events foretold by him, ſuch 
as the Diſperſion of the Jews all over the 
World, and the yarious Calamities of Pe- 
ſtilence, Famine, Earthquakes, Wars, Ru- 
mors, and Nation riſing up againſt Nation, 
were to happen firſt ;—and which it was 
reaſonable. to ſuppoſe, would not come to 
paſs all on a ſudden, but require many 
Years for their Completion, as we find they 
have done. ; 

Neither could is Doctrine van ry ex- 
actly correſponded, not only. with thoſe 
Events, but likewiſe with what will - be 
found trye Philoſophy, if it had not {prung 
from the Fountain of Truth, 

The intermediate Space between Death 
and the Reſurrection will ſeem no more to 
them that died five thouſand Years before 
it takes place, than to them that die but 
five Days before it: it will have only the 
ſame Appearance as if they went to ſleep at 


Night, and awaked in the Morning ;—and 


being perfectly inſenſible, they cannot praiſe 
12 Gop, 


APY, 
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Gay, nor make any Atonement for. their 
paſt Offences, in the Grave * that the 
Knowledge of this will give a Man no more 
Encouragement to Sin, nor leſs to practice 
Virtue, than if ſure of meeting with his 
Reward or Puniſhment the. Moment he dies, 
But the former Notion concerning the 
Soul's being immaterial, has, to my Know- 
ledge, given much Encouragement ta Vice; 
for it cauſed many to diſbelieve a future 


State of Retribution For, ſay they, if the 


Soul is immaterial, how. can Fire, which is 
material, puniſh it ? and therefore look 


upon thoſe Threats as only the F ictions of 


crafty Men, and thiok themſelves. at Li- 
berty to act as they like, and in Whatever 
Manner is moſt conducive to their. preſent 
—_ and Profit; fearing nothing, fo long 
as they can prudently, as they ere, eſcape 
public Juſtice and Ignominy.— 

But I muſt beg Leave to whilper ſich 
Reaſaners in the Ear, that the fame. 22 
mighty Power that brought them into Exi- 
ſtence now, can as eaſily bring them into 


Being again —And as he has given his Di- 


vine Word that he will do ſo, and the pre- 
ſent Situation of human Affairs is ſuch that 
he cannot be a juſt Being if he does not,— 
why ſhould they doubt cither his b or 

- his 
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his Juſtice? Is it in their Power to frame in 

their Minds the leaſt playable Realon for 
doubting it! | 
If Gop was an earthly Pager who 
wanted their Effects, 3 Labour, their 
Blood to be ſhed in his Service, they might 
then have ſome Pretext for thinking he 
dealt by them, as, I fear, moſt with: ſuch 
Sentiments deal by others. But are not by 
much the greateſt Number of his own Div 
vine Commands, and the: Exhortations of 
his Servants, calculated to promote Peace, 
Unanimity, Love and Charity towards each 


other? Nay, perhaps his principal Reaſon 
for deſiring us to love and reverence his 


Divine Majeſty is, that we may thereby be 
more ready to pay a chearful Obedience to 
ſuch Commands as are calculated for our 


own Benefit. For we cannot encreaſe his 


Divine Power one Jot by our Love, nor di- 
miniſh it a Tittle by our Hatred 


And I muſt farther inform them, that 


they will be quite as capable of being pu- 


niſhed by Fire after the Reſurrection as they 
now are, and ſuffering every other Torture 
that is now in the Power of Gop to inflict 
upon them ;—then they cannot find that 
Conſolation People in Agonies do from 
Death; for it will at that Time be the Reale 
0 
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fiſtent with Divine Mercy 


F 62 ) 
of the Creator to convey G Animating Spirit 


to us in ſuch a Manner, as that i it will not 


be ſubje& to Ohſtruction from any Cauſes 
whatſoever ; nor ſhall we have it in our 
Power to deprive ourſelves of it. — Nay, the 
ſame Fire that puniſhes us will have a Power 
of preſerving | us in Exiſtence, tho our Tor- 
ture be ever fo great, A 

And tho' I do not imagi ine, that it is con- 
to let the Puniſh- 
ment, even of the fallen Angels, continue 
to all Eternity, tho it undoubtedly i is in che 
Power of Gop to do fo Het, if we only 
confider how inſufferable we think. even a 
Day's Continuance of ſome Pains are, which 
we experienced even in this Life,—it will 
make us ſhudder at the Thoughts of riſguing 
ſo great a Torture as may be inflicted on us 
in the next Life, for fo long a Time as, per- 
haps, more than g9ooοοο Years : For ſup- 
poſing the Term, everlaſting, made uſe of 
in Scripture, does not expreſſly mean to all 
Eternity, when applied to the future State 
of Puniſhments, but only ſo long as the 
preſent created Syſtem of Worlds ſhall laſt, 
yet, when applied to the Rewards of the 
Virtuous, may truly be ſaid to be Eternal ; 
for of their Joys there will never be 10 
End —And it was neither neceſſary nor 


proper, 
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proper, that a Diſtinction ſhould have been 


made ata Time, when the Diſcovery, upon 
which it depends, might even be unknown. 
to the Apoſtles for it might perhaps be 


the Pleaſure of Gop to communicate to 
them no more Knowledge than what was 
proper, in their Time, for the World to be 


acquainted with.— And I think I have ſuf- 


ficient: Authority to ſuppoſe this; when. the 
very Son of Gop expreſſes his own Igno- 
rance of ſome Matters, particularly relating to 
the Time of his Second Coming; — which 
he ſays was not known to the Angels, nor 
even to the Son, but to the Father only.“ — 
Men may lull themſelves aſleep if they 
pleaſe, — the fallacious Opiate of Free- 
thinking, and even forget there is a Gop; but 
Gop will perhaps, e er long, convince ther 
that he has not forgot there are ſuch Men 


in the World as diſhonour their Maker, de- 


baſe themſelves, and abuſe. their F ellow- 
Creatures ;—and by ſuch a Conduct, be 
their Station or Ambition what it will, they 
become more ignoble than the very Ani- 
mals that are * deſtroy” d to ſupport 
them. | 

They 


ut „ And St, Paul achnculadgis; that he then knew 
but. in Part, but hereafter ſhould know all Things 
clearly. 
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They may likewiſe indulge themſelves 
with the weak Arguments that are made 


uſe of againſt the Poſſibility of a Reſtr- 
rection; the principal of which is the fol- 
towing : How, {ay they, can thoſe Bodies 


be reſtored again at the Reſurrection, when 
the Particles which compoſed them are not 
only ſcattered up and down in the different 
Elements, but- many of them do likewiſe 
enter into the Com poſition of other human 
Bodies? 15 

But, in Anſwer to this; let it be con- 
ſidered, that it is not in the leaſt neceſſary, 
that the very identical Particles which com- 
poſe the Body of a Man at the Time of his 
Death, ſhould enter into his Compoſition 
again at his Reſurrection: —all Matter in 
the Hand of the Creator is perfectly homo- 
geneous; and it is in the Power of Gop to 
give the ſame Form and Ideas to any other 
Portion of Matter, that were poffeſs d by 
any Perſon exiſting ten thouſand Vears ago, 
without his bein 8 ſenfible of any Difference z 
and daily Experience does ſufficiently mani- 
feſt to us the P Poſſibility of this: for Inſtance, 


the preſent Diſpoſition of the human Body — 


is ſuch, that it requires a regular and con- 
ſtant Supply of Nouriſhment to keep it in 


Repair — 


665) 


Repair ;for there are Particles; conftantly 


wearing off from all the Parts, either by the 
Friction of the circulating F luids; 1 the 
Parts themſelves rubbing againſt each other 


during Motion, and the diſſolving Qualities 


of Heat and Moiſture ; ſo that a 9 may 
not have one Particle of the fame identical 
Matter in his Body one Year which com- 
poles it another; and yet, while he lives, 


and is in Health, he knows no Differerice 7 


And farther, tho he falls into the moſt 
profound Sleep, Fainting or Apopl ectic Fit, 


in which he loſes all his. Ideas for a Time; 


Yet, upon the Divine Influence paſſing freely 
again into his Nervous Syſtem, his Ideas 
return as perfect as ever. *—The ſame Di- 
vine Power that produces theſe Phenomena 
now, can as eafily all thoſe hereafter which 
his unerring Truth has promiſed; for ons 
Minute, and. five thouſand Years, to the 
Eyer-lrving Gov, are quite the ſame And 
ſuch is the Almighty Potence, that were 
he pleaſed, to do a Thing fo unneceſſary, 
while 2 Man was leaning upon a Poſt, he 
eould cauſe the Matter which eompoſes the 
Man to be converted into the Poſt, —— 
hich Pct the Poſt to be changed 

AM © 1 1. into 


2 _= Such is the Cab lei with Criminals;*who 


have N revived ſometime after being hanged, 
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0 into the Mar, without his being at all ſen- 

= fible of any thing that happened. —And as 
| our Bleſſed Lord told the Tempter, it is in 


[| the Power of Gop to raiſe up Children unto 
Y Abraham out of any Subſtance. * 1 


| 

| | What is the Matter of our Bodies but the 
vety ſame which compoſes all inanimate 
| 

] 

. 

| 


Subſtances? Are we not nouriſhed by the 
very Dirt of the Earth, tho it is the Bounty 
of our Maker to cauſe that Dirt to ſpring 
up and offer itſelf to us in a thouſand: in- 
viting Shapes? 

What was che Miracle « of changing Wa- 
ter into Wine when effected by the Power of 
Gov, more than his doing that in an In- 
ſtant, which is yearly done by the ſame 
Power in a gradual Manner? for without 
the Operation of this Power, Man can no 
more make Wine, than he can the Fruit 
it is made from. —All the other Miracles of 


our 


* But if it is is thought abſolutely neceflary, or more 

' conſiſtent with Juſtice, that the ſame identical Parti- 
cles ſhould compoſe us heteafter that do here, this is 
* in the Power of Gop, for not one Atom can go 
out of his Poſſeſſion; and there would be no Occaſion 
1 for any other identical Particles, than thoſe which con- 
ſtitute the Cenſorium commune, ſince the Bones, Muſ- 
cles, Fat, and every other Part of the Body and its 
Juices, being inſenſible, muſt be innocent; and there- 

p fore any other Matter may furniſh the reſt of our 
i Frame, as well as that which did in the Hour of Death, 


1 A A WOES - oy is gr = 


PPP 


(67) 

our Saviour and his Diſciples are quite as, 
reconcileable as this; and the Neceſſity of 
their performing Miracles is very plain, not 
only becauſe they were known to be Men of 
mean Birth, Education and Profeſſion (as 
moſt of them were, ) but becauſe they came 
to eſtabliſh the Belief of myſterious Points 
of Faith, and a Doctrine not expected, tho 
obſeurely mentioned in the Old Teſtament; 
and therefore it was the Pleaſure of God to 
endow them with ſupernatural- Gifts, 1. e. 


not only to influence them with his Divine 


Spirit, to ſay and write what he pleaſed, but 
alſo to aſſiſt them with the immediate Ope- 
ration of his Divine Power to confirm the 
fame; ; as without this it would have been 

impoſſible for them to have made any Pro- 
Apres in a natural Way: — For ſurely it is 
the utmoſt Abſurdity to imagine, that be- 
cauſe it is the Pleaſure of Gop to produce 
all the neceſſary Effects of his Power (eſpe- 
cially ſuch as are, conſtantly apparent to the 
Eyes of his Creatures) by flow Gradations 
and certain Laws, as well for the Sake of 
trying their Faith and Obedience while they 


are in a probationary State, as for the Sake 


of Regularity and Order, to imagine it is 


not in his Power to 1 them in any 


. 7 — o 
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to ſerve as a Proof, that as in this Inſtance 
ſo it may in ae after the Reſurrection, 


(68) 
other Manner; and deviate from thoſe Lows 
whenſoever he pleaſes | + 
What can poſſibly be a better Emblem; or 
more convincing Proof of the Reſurrection, 
than the Inſtance referred to in Holy Writ, 
272." the Revival and fomiſhing ma ws a 


Grain ſown in the Earth? 


That Miracle which our 1040 and Sarictr 
Wen in raiſing Lazarus, when ſo long 
Dead, was thought to be the moſt Admira» 
ble of all and how eaſily may this alſo be 
accounted for, when we conſider who it 
was ſent him, and what Power co-operated 
with him? Can it in the leaſt be thought im- 
poſſible; for that ſame Divine Spirit, which 
animated the Body of Lazarus for ſo many 
Years before, to enter it again and reſtore 
its Faculties? Surely no! For tho in ef- 
fecting this, it muſt enter his Brain and 
Nervous Syſtem in a different Manner from 
what it had done before, till he became ca- 
pable of Breathing, this Circumſtance ought 
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| „ We may add. to this, the 1 8 
phofis of a Butterfly ; which, from being a groveling 
diſagreeable Creature, afterwards acquires a Power of 
tranſporting itſelf from Place -to Place in a delightful 
Manner, and becomes alſo a beautiful Picture to look at. 
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be the Pleaſure of Gon to. animate us in a 
Manner very different from the preſent. 
. The Circumſtance mention'd in the Old 
Teſtament, of Balagm's Aſs ſpeaking to him, 
has, by the believing Part of Mankind, been 
thought as ſtrange as any thing contain'd in 
the Whole Scriptures ; and by the Incre- 
dulous has been held in as much Contempt; 
but this too, T hope will be very eaſily ac- 
counted for, when we confider, that the 
ſame Divine Spirit which animates Man, 
animates like wiſe every animated Body what 
ſoever, from the ſenſitive Plant to the ra- 
tional Man, and likewiſe every Inhabitant of 
the Air and Water as well as the Earth; 
giving to each ſuch Capacities as by their 
Make, Species, and Situation, they were in- 
tended to poſſeſs, and no other, except when 
the Drvine Being chuſes to manifeſt his un- 
limited Power. And tho' it is not the Plea- 
ſure of Gop, that the Brute Species ſhould 
poſſeſs a Power of converſing with Man, 
by the ſame articulate Sounds that Men do 
with each other, (for many Inconſiſtencies 
and Irregularities would be the infallible 
Conſequences if they could ;) yet certainly 
it is in the Power of God to make an Afs 
ſpeak, as much as in the Power of Man to 
learn a Parrot to ĩmitate the human Voice. 


155 Nothing 
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| 155 Nothing can more clearly point out how 
1 much it is in the Power of the Almighty to 
1 influence the Minds of all his Creatures, in 
. whatſoever Manner he thinks neceſſary, than 
| thoſe admirable Actions which we ſo con- 
ſtantly obſerve in all the inferior Kind.x 
They are not taught to do theſe Things 
either by Inſtruction or Example; and what 
we call Iaſtinck, is nothing leſs than the im- 
Ie mediate Influenceof the Divine Spirit, which 
[/ animates them; and without the Direction 
of that, they could not anſwer the ſeveral 
Purpoſes for which they were intended; for 
their Minds are not ſufficiently capable of 
Ap Improvement by that Information a 
| Man has many Ways of receiving.+ .. 
[ We ought not to think it an Na to 
{ us, that their Minds ſhould be influenced 
1 by the ſame Divine Spirit that ours are; we 
may as ow: * G5 that they have the 
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derful Ingenuity, with which the different Birds build 
their Neſts ; Bees make their Honey and diſpoſe the 
Cr Comb; Worms ſpin their Silk; Spiders their Web; 

[ . Beavers make their Dams and Habiratians; with an 
} Infinity of others no Jeſs curious. 

1 I Tho' the Experience of their Senſes does alſo cul- 
5 tivate their Minds, in a great Meaſure, and endows 
|| them with a conſiderable Portion of Sagacity little in- 
fetior to Reaſon, 


- no. 
pO COPE 


(71) 
ſame Maker, and are form'd out of the 
ſame Clay The more perfect they are, the 
greater ſnould be our Gratitude to Gop; 
ſince they are not only ſubordinate to us, but 
are likewiſe made for our Uſe. Her 

But this gives us no Title to abuſe them; 
no Right to exerciſe thoſe ſhocking Cruelties 
that are daily practiced : for let it be con- 
ſider d, that tho' they are not upon a Foot · 
ing with us now, they will be ſo, when that 
Time comes when the great Globe itſelf and 


all aubich it inherit ſhall diſſolve.— The in- 


ſpir d Shakeſpear did not mean thereby a Pits - 
fect Diſſolution into Nothing. 7 
If the Dumb Creatures are not able to re- 
fiſt us, this Circumſtance gives them a 1 5 
greater Claim to our Clemency. | 
Who delights in being cruel to a Beaſt, 3 1s 
more a Beaſt than the Creature he is cruel 
to, and cannot pleaſe Gop in ſo doing. 
If then Unkindneſs to the inferior Animals 
is ſo far from being conſiſtent with Juſtice 
and Charity, how much more inconſiſtent - 
muſt it be to our Fellow-Creatures! 


TY 
= N — . 


Let us be ever ſo fervent in our Prayers, 
and - conſtant in our Devotion, we cannot 
pleaſe Gop without a charitable Diſpoſition 
to each other: So on the other Hand, let 
us be ever ſo generous to our Friends, Ac- 

quaintance, 


Free- agency of Man for notwithſtanding 
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quaintance, and even to all that come in our 
Way, we cannot be truly honeſt if we are 
not grateful to Gop like wiſe; for what 
Magiſtrate would eſteem that Man hogeſt, 


who wrongs his Maſter of his Due, tho' he 


be ever ſo juſt to his Fellow-Servants ? - 


What have above mention d concerning 
the Power which the Supreme Being has 
over the Minds as well as Bodies of all his 
Creatures is no Sort of Objection to the 


Gop has-an abſolute Command over every 
thing he has made, and has given nothing 


out of his Power, and although it is by the 


immediate Influence of bis Divine Spirit, 
that our Minds think, our Nerves feel, and 
our Muſcles. move; yet ſo curiouſly is that 


| Influence conveyed to us, that in general * 


we can think, ſpeak, and act what we 
pleaſe ; and therefore, if we do any thing 
contrary to what we know, or think, is 
our Duty to Gop and our Fellow-Creatures, 
we are juſtly anſwerable to Gop for it ;wrr 


for, as I before obſerved, the Divine Spirit 


fimply gives us thoſe Powers, without in- 


fluencing the Manner how we exerciſe them; 
juſt as an Organiſt is enabled to ploy. bj 


— Tunes 
* Except on particular Occaſions it is the Pleafure 


of God to direct us in a particular Manner, 
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Tunes by the Air that is blown, into cho 


Pipes of the Inſtrument ; but the Tunes he 
plays, and the Manner how, depends en- 
tirely upon himmſelf. — it is for this 
Reaſon ax the human Mind, like tha 


Body, when it firſt,comes into. the World, 


is, more 2 * deficient, and. 
8 of any other Animal and we 
55. ſee, that the . of moſt; Animals 
Squire ſtronger Capacities, both of Body 
Mind, in pne ch than 4 Child 
bing in twelve Months 


notwith, 
ſtanding this Circyraſtance, Proyidenes has 


ordered it, that by the prdigary. Length 
of human Life, and the many Adyantages 
of Society and Education, Man,“ in the 
Prime of his. Lite, far exceeds. all. other 
Aumals in intellectual Faculties; and be- 
comes the only viſible. Being on _ thay 
can properly be called ration. 
And the Divine Being, who dd not want 
any other of his Creatures td be Free- 
Agents, found it as neceſſary to provide 
more full for the Minds of the inferior 
Animals in IE. A as to provide 
174 8 0 2 
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. And even his 5 fig re, the 


Hands, and many other Circuraltandes, Wi 
thereto, 
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more fully for theit Bodi ies, by furniſhing 
chem himſelf with neceſſary Cloathing. 
Let us next enquire into thoſe Particulars 
felating to our Bleſſed Redeemer, which have 
been the greateſt Stumbling Blocks to Un- 
believers; and I hope to make it appear, 


that he ſaid not a Splable of himſelf, but 


what is very reconcileable; even to Philo- 
 fophy. I will firſt begin with the myſte- 


nous Conception of the Bleſſed Virgin 
but before any juſt Notion can be enter- 
tained of this Miracle, we muſt examine 
into the Nature of human Conception— 
15 Nothing has more engaged the Attention 
of the Learned, in almoſt every Age and 
Nation, than the wonderful Propagation of 


every living! Species, and the ſurprizing Man- 


ner in which Life is handed down from one 
Generation to another.. apr 
It would be endleſs, as val as übte 
deſſary, to mention all the different Hypo- 
theſes that have been fram'd, to account for 
this wonderful Operation of Nature; there- 
fore I ſhall only take Notice of ſuch as have 
been generally thought the moſt rational. 
The Opinion, which moſtly prevailed 
among. the Ancients, was, that the Child 
Was formed, after Copulation, from a Mix- 


— LA 


ture 
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ture of the Male and Female Semen in the 
Womb.—But that which moſt univerſally, 
prevails with the Moderns is, that the Chil 
is already formed before Copulation, an 
exiſts in the Male Semen; every moderate 
Quantity of which is ſaid to contain an in- 
credible Number of Males and Females j 
Miniature, but that commonly only one & 
them (and ſeldom more than two) get into 
one of the Ova contained in the Female 
Ovaria, and ſhutting the Door after it, all 
the reſt periſh; which is not very conſiſtent 
with — Wiſdom, Uniformity, and Order 
of Nature, in her other Operations. 

This animacule Syſtem ſeems very plau- 
ſible at firſt View; but, upon Examination, 
is loaded with Abſurdities, which I do not 
think it worth while to enumerate here, , 
The Difficulty of accounting for the won- 
derful Formation of an Embrio is not at all 
removed, by ſuppoſing it already formed 
before Copulation :—this is only ſhifting it 
farther back, and not diminiſhing it in the 
leaſt ; for there is quite as much in account- 
ing for the Formation of an Animalcule as 
an Animal, if there were no Animalculz: 
for tho' ſome are ſo fond of this Hypothelis, 
chat they will even carry this Point ſo far 

L 2 back 
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back as the Creation of the World, and fay, 
that all Creatures were form'd then, and 
have exiſte in Miniature ever fince ; put, 
1 imagine, thoſe who ſapport this Opinio 
by fo weak 4 Suppofition; think that Gov 
has forgot how to do now what he could 
do then; or elfe, that when he made the 
World he gave it out of his Power, and 
Choſe to be no more concerned with it! 
Do we not find, that no organiſed Body 
at preſent on this Earth, particularhy of a 
ſoft animal Nature, can preſerve its Exiſt- 
ence ſo long? all have their Periods of Be- 
ginning, State, and Diſſolution. Others 
imagine, that the Female Ovum is fecun- 
dated by a ſpiritous Effluvium, evacuated 
from the Male in the Semen; and that the 
Glutinous Semen only ſerves as a Vehicle 
to this Effluvium, which is infuſed into it 
in its Paſſage from the Veſiculæ ſeminales, 
by the Nerves which are diſtributed to thoſe 
Parts; and the peculiar Senſation felt 
therein at that Time, is owing to the abun - 
dant Afflux of animal Spirits to thoſe Parts 
for this Purpoſe ; as likewiſe the Dejection 
of Spirits which ſucceeds a copious Evacu- 
ation; and alſo thus account for thoſe ner- 
n vous 
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vous Debilities which are the Cone 
of immoderate Venery. a 25 £39613 
This laft Opinion, 1 confeſs, Ras * 
been my own ; for I think there e ik 
eHeumihies which plead for x Child's B64 
ing form'd after Copitation, and not before} 
ſuch as the extraordinary Reſemblates cat 
ſome Children bear to their Parents, I dot 
mean in their natural Features only, but 
likewiſe often in having the ſame pteter- 
natural Deformities.—Alfo the Mal-forttids 
tions, proceeding from Frights of the M. 
ther when young with Child; fome extradr- 
dinary Inſtances of which I hive ſeen my⸗ 
ſelf ; tho' the Nature of the Deformity does 
not always correſpond ſtrictly with the Gt 

cumſtances of the Fright. | 
Moreover, why ould we think it is not 
as poſſible for the Child to be fortt'd _ 

Copulation, as to have its Bulk ſo 

Sjoully encreas'd after it ? and this Cirttas! 
ſtance we are certain of, and though” not 
attended to, it is as curious, at leaſt I think 
ſo, as the firſt Formation of the Embrio. 
For Accretion, or Growth, is not perform d 
by Extenſion, but by the Appoſition of freſh 
conſtituent Particles of Matter; for if we, 
by Extenſion, increaſe the Dimenflons of a 
Body 
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Body one way, we proportipachly Kerim 
them another. 
Therefore, if Nature (as we term it)! — 
Power of adding ſo much fre Matter to 
* Fabrick, as in a ſmall Space of Time 
ſhall make its Bulk fifty Times greater than 
it was before, and all the while ſhe is ſo do- 
ing keeps up the Shape and Uſe of the ſeyeral 
Parts ſo encreas d, why ſhould we doubt her 
Capacity to form them at firſt *—But if this 
is not deem d a ſufficient Authority for think- 
ing ſo, let us obſerve another Circumſtance, 
which daily occurs to our Notice: — This is 
the Power we find Nature has of forming 
ſome. Parts, even after the Birth of an Ani- 
and we ſhould be in 2 miſerable Situ- 
ation indeed, if this was not the Caſe, ſince 
not a Wound could be healed, nor a broken 


Rone united ; for in healing a Wound, eſpe- 


cially, attended with loſs of Subſtance, new 


Granulations of Fleſh are formed, even upon 
the Surface. of a Bone where no other Fleſh 
is near the Granulations and a Callus we 
find is not a mere Gluten, but is, by In- 
ions, now prov d to be as vaſcular as any 
other Part of a Bone. But the Reſtoration 
of the Legs and Claws of Crabs, and ſuch 
* of Sea Animals, is a farther Proof of 
this; 
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this; 2s alſo the Life and Growth of the dif- 
ferent Pieces of a Poll ypus, when cutaſunder; 
Nature daily exhibits a Power little inferior 
to that of forming an Embrio in the Womb, 

by the very annual Production of Leaves, 

Flowers, and Fruit, from Trees of many 
Years ſtanding ; for th6', for the Sake of 
Method and Order, it was che Pleaſüre 
God to eſtabliſh regular Laws in V -petati 
as well as Animation, and as in the latter 
the Fecundation of the Female E- 988 is ne- 
ceffary; o likcwiſe in tlie ferttier the PecunY 
dation of Seeds is ſo; yt there is no Nectſ- 
ſity for the Seed of a" Plant t cin very 
ching in Miniature that ig to be ptodueg® 
regs ns ſome have iragin'd; from 
ring that many Sceds de contain What 
| dels Ende ate to the Plant che S. 
long to; for we do not And Trees, Ven 
tout out of the Ground in that regülar 
orm they afterwards acquire when comers 
Perfection ; and therefore ſuch a Preforma- 
tion of their ſeveral Parts could anſwer n 
End or Purpoſe. Seeds only contain fuck 
ſmall Rudiments of the Species they belong 
to, as are neceſſary to begin their Growth 
and as they grow, one Part ſerves as à Baſis 
to another, which is new: formed by pro- 
212 18 per 
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per; ion, and Aſſimilation of the Juices, 
— Ge. which the Veſſels of the Plant 
imbibe from the Earth. | 
From what has: been here. pw Notice 
of, I think it myſt appear very mavifeſt to 
ry rational Creature, that nothing leis 
the ſame Divine Spirit, 19 may 
ſo truly be call d the Lord and Giver of Life 5 
that formed a firſt Male and Female % 


V ſo plainly. fd. not only forms, but like- 
wile influences all (or their Formation would 
he uſeleſe) with ſuch a Degree of Life and 
animal Perfections, as are neceſſary to their 
reſpertiye Species, their ſubordinate Depen- 


dagdies upon each other, and that regular 


Gradation, we can ech the. maſt 3 37 
petiec}.to the moſt perfect. . 

Though jt is the Pleaſure of Gon, that 
the Production of Children ſhould depend 
upon the mutual Careſſes of a Male and 
Female, yet when we confider maturely 
upon this Circumſtance, we find it yaſtly 
ſurpriſing, that ſo trifling an Act as a pro- 
lick Embrace, ſhould be attended with 
ſuch admirable Conſequences ; and that two 
human Creatures, by ſuch fimple Means, 
2 are 


(8 ) 
are capable of producing ach eqqually per 
fect with themſelves } 7 H «book 

- But, as- nothing ae in poquird/of the 
Male and Female for this great Purpoſe, 
ſurely none can be ſo ſtupid as to think, that 
alone would form ſo beautiful a Piece of 
Mechaniſm as the human Body, without 
the Aſſiſtance of that Gracious Being, whoſt 
Wiſdom only could contrive, and whoſe 
Power only cari form it "_ nber i e N thee 

from the Womb. 

Seeing then that it «bſolut V is the Di 
vine Spirit of Ged, the Holy Ghoſt, which 
not only gives us all our Faculties, but like- 
wiſe forms us in the Womb, can ĩt be at all 
doubted, that Gob could, whenſveyer' he 
pleas d, cauſe the ſame Effect to be pro- 
duced, without the Congreſs of à Male and 
Female, when that Congreſs, in all human 
Probability, is no otherwiſe neceſſary, than 
juſt to make the Male and Female ny 
fond of each other, and jointly affection 

to their Offspring? For what the Parents 
do towards the Production of them, is quite 
as ſimple as what they do towards the Nou- 
riſhment of their own Bodies; which Thave 
already obſerved, is almoſt as curious as the 
firſt Formation of chem: — They have no- 


M thing 


the curious 
Novuriſhment, - and their Aſſimilation into 
the different Parts which compoſe the ad- 


r "© > per, 4" — * ” 2 
r A * > A — 
* = * 6 * - 
k 1 * F 9 : : _ * — 
5 2 * ATW or. Ft a, 3 
— — — 2m — — "ow 


Wages e ae INE 
* * *. 


Nn * M 
— —— 
pry $S3x 


(82) 
thing to do but to chew and ſwallow. their 
Food; Nature takes Care of the reſt; for 
Appoſition of the Particles of 


mirable Fabrick, is as little owing to their 
Care, Skill, and Knowledge, as the For- 
mation of their Children into We or Fe- 
nnn Nins 

Wie may amuſe obrſelyrs 3 in 0 che 
Food we take, thro' the Alimentary Canal, 


and the Chyle produced from it thro the 


Lacteal Veſſels, and Thoracick Dutt into 
the Maſs of Blood; and afterwards, obſerve 
how curiouſly the Blood is thrown from the 


Heart even to the moſt. diſtant, Parts, for 


their Nouriſhment, and xeturn'd by the 
[Veins to the Heart again: Theſe, I ſay, are 
Obſervations worthy the Employment of a 
curious Mind ; but becauſe ſo far is account- 
able for from ſecondary Cauſes, we muſt 
not too haſtily conclude, that all the reſt i is; 
for every ſecondary. Cauſe muſt have a 
primary Cauſe, and the primary Cauſe of all 
ſecondary, can be nothing leſs than the 
Power of the Almighty. We find that nei- 
ther Aflimilation, which is the ultimate Pro- 
ceſs .of N lutrition, nor Muſcular Motion, 
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form the Univerſe; its Operations a 
Moment requir'd; to preſerve the Order that 
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which is the principal Cauſe of the Cireula- 
uon can be mecbehledly ascudread cn. 
nor will they ever. M ch ed bas 
Thoſe who are ſo fond of thiowing he 
Power of Gp aſide; and of attributing al 
the wonderful » 5 that Divin# Bl 
to blind Chance, will find, that Chanbt 
5 have had N to do than galt td 


was 1 lackily eſtabliſh'd by Aceident! a at 
firſt; and if they will fill remain the Votz- 
ties bf Chance; and put all this in its Power 


likewiſe; they only change the Name, and 


not the Nature of the Deity; and therefbre 


will be equally Wretches if they don? t adore 


that Chance; whoſe wonderful Effects they 
cannot help admiring! g e 
And, although we do obſerve, that Plants, 


Flowers, Seeds, Animals, and even human 


Creatures, are all produced by gradual and 
regular Proceſſes in Nature, this-is'no'Proof, 


nor even a Reaſon; for us to think; that tlie 


ſame Power which now producẽs them, ain 
this gradual Manner, cannot, whenſoever 
Gop pleaſes, produce them without the 
Help of Man, and without their going 


through thoſe regular Stages 
| M 2 And 
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684) 
And weate told, that hen it pleaſes the 
Lord. to bind up the Breach. of his Pegple, 
and heal the decks of their Wounds; if they 
then obey his Commands, and act righte- 
ouſly, he will give them a New Heaven and 
a New Earth: They. will have Rain in due 
Seaſon will reap where they do not: 1 ſon, 
and gather where they have not t planted; * | 
inſtead, of Thorns and. Briars, : will come up 
Ae e de Shrubs | 30d Trees — 


& + # 


Pain, not; Man fubliſt by the 2 — of his 
Bro wa That Curſe in every Shape, will be 
remoy'd hich Sinand Diſobedience brought 
upon the Earth and its Johabitants. . The 
Sun with no. longer give us, Light. by Day, 
the Moon, nor Candles by. N ight z but Gop 
himſelf will be an cverlaſting Light and 
Glory to us; for tho we now receive all our 
Light from thoſe Luminaries, he can, when- 
ſoever his Divine Majeſty; pleaſes, make all 
places Light without their Aſſiſtance; with 
the ſame Eaſe that he illuminated that parti- 
. cular Spot where Saul was converted; and 
make it one continual, glorious Day. — 0 0p 
will then call us his Ohildren, as we really 
are, and treat us according. - 


">From 
* As our firſt Parents did while in Paradiſe. 


685) 
From what has been obſerv d ooncerning | 
Conception, in general, 1 hope the myſte- 
rious Conception of the Vi irgin Mary will 
be no longer doubted, e ir. when — 


conſider upon ho 1 and graciqus..an 
Occaſion, it was ted; een 6e, 
2 be informed likewiſe, how. truly 
an e . — 44 
the Sen of Cod, and this tog in a 
much more eminent Degree, than any other 
Man that, ever was or will be upon this 
Earth; as well on account. of the peculiar 
Manger in which it pleas d Go. to bring 
him into the World, as on account of his 
immaculate Nature; his perfect Obedience 
to the Divine Will of his Father, :and. his 
Patient Reſignation to thoſe levere Sutferings 
* attended his Death, and e 
23255 nz pl 
l of his Divine Function 
jw Gop as well as Man; for tho his 
Body conſiſted of Matter, yet if we remem- 
ber what Matter ſeems to have originally 
been, and that in him it was quite free from 
original as well as actual Sin, and at W 2752 
Time conſider, that the Spirit of God 70d. Tg 
ſided, ſpoke, F and acted. in 0 His, 2 in the 
eateſt 


6886) 

greateſt Perfection, we need not ſcruple to 
Ee was both Gop and Man. 

He was Mar alfo, being forrn'd' in a hu- 
man Womb; noutiſhed in a Hitman Man- 
ner, and at all Times, wien net exercifing 
the Functions of uy Divine Office; he ſpoke 
and afted in every Rep ect (Si only ex- 
Tepted) as other N en By 1. e. Man ſpeak- 
ing and acting by 'the Power of Gop: But, 
upon“ all ſolemn "Occaſions. it was 665 
fp eaking and akting "by the Means of Man, 
1 yy by bum Orgaiie — his was alſo, 


Thü an inferior Degree, the Caſe with bis 


Apöftles; for he told | hi they need not 
Prechedilte what they were to ſay (upon 
Particülar Occaſions 3) for it would not be 


Mey char ſpoke, but the Spirit'sf the Father 


Tpeaking in them; Mat is to ay, would in- 
fluence their Minds in # more chan com- 
mon Degree, "whenſoever it was neceffary, 
and direct them itt that very Moment” - 
1 — what the Divine Spirit pleaſed. 

Our Bx Redeemer alſo fuffered as a 
Man in his bitter Paſſion; for it was not the 
Dipine Spirit that felt the Torture of his 


Agoônies, but the human Organs of Senſe: 


Hand therefore we ſee that Objection is re- 


1 


's moved 


8 Is 
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moved which has been ſo great a Ber t to 
| Chriſtianity, e. the Inconſiſtency of ad- 
mitting, that Gop ſhould himſelf come 
down from Heaven; take human Nature 


upon him; live ſo long upon Earth in ſo 


mean a Capacity; and, laſtly, ſuffer ſuch 


ru v dt for Crionas committed Wund 


himſelf— tl 

But we 1 'how hy 7 "Op of Man's 
Redemption, as repreſented in Holy Writ, 
is perfectly reconcileable to the Divine Na- 
ture and Goodneſs of God, the Nature of 
Man, and alſo to Reaſon and Philoſophical 
Experience; eſpecially when diyeſted of the 
ſuperſtitious Conſtructions put upon it, which 
I — obſerved, has been far from pro- 
moting either the Honour of Gop or the 
Good of Mankind ;—but, on the contrary, 
have given Occaſion. to Cruelties, which 
are not only very inhuman, but likewiſe 
perfectly oppoſite to the Doctrine and Ex- 
ample of our Lord and Saviour. 


. £2. 
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The mercileſs Maſſacres! ſevere Perſecu- - 


tions! and ſhocking Scenes of Barbarity! 
which have been ſo abundantly practiced 
under a Colour of Religion, without the 
leaſt Divine womens for ſo doing, are a 
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Diſgrace to Chriſtianity, and a e to 
human Nature 
How many Saints and Martyrs have * 
2 by this Means! b 
By Saints I mean Men n zealous of 
ding God, and doing Juſtice to Mankind 
ſo far as the calamitous Cireumſtances of 
human Life would permit them: and by 
Martyrs, all fuch as ſuffered Death for ex- 
ereiſing that Form of Faith, which they 
really in their own Minds thought it their 
Duty to Gop to exerciſe, let them be Jews, 
Mahometans, or of what Nation or r Com- 
plexion ſoever 
Every Man has a Right to reaſon with 
his Neighbour, and exhort him to forſake 
dis Errors: and it is the Duty of thoſe to do 
ſo, who, by their ſaered Function, are par- 
ticularly devoted to the Service of Gop; 
but Gop reſerves to himſelf the Puniſh- 
ment of Faults of that Kind, and has not 
commanded any to ſpill the Blood of his 
Fellow-Creature, for differing from him- 
ſelf in the Manner of adoring him, either 
-privately, or with that public impious Pomp 
A 100 in modern — 6 
But, 


2 Moſt of the n Prophecies i in Seri pture, 


include a Duplicate of Events, to be accompliſhed at 
different 


(689) 
But, thanks to God, the Reign of Anti- 


Chriſt is now almoſt over,. and we may 


ſoon have the Joy to ſee all Nations, Pro- 
feſſions, and People, in the whole World, 
united into one Flock, and become one 
happy Family ;—and thoſe deſtructive Ani- 
moſities, which I have had Self- conxiction, 
proceed from the Prejudice of Eaeenen, 
will entirely vaniſj. ' -.. - 

Go created the World to be inhabited, 
and made Man capable of Reaſon; and 
therefore requires that he ſhould act in a ra- 
tional Manner, 1. e, reverence his Gon, 
and love his Fellow - Creatures; and thoſe 
who do this will have nothing to fear. But 
Ru differently do the greater Part of geen 


different 8 diſtant Periods of Time, and 9 8 each 

Event has ſomething different in its attendant Circum- 

ſtances, yet thoſe which accompany both are blended 

together in the Prophecy, for the Sake of a neceſſary 
Obſcurity. 

This is the Caſe in N to the Prophecies in the 


Old Teſtament relating to our Bleſſed Redeemer, thoſe 
Circumſtances which were to attend both his firſt and 


Second Coming are blended together, in order that 
ſuch an Obſcurity might attend his Firſt Compyr 
was neceſſary to his being crucified 

And even in the New Teſtament His Second Coming 
is attended with an Obſcurity, which I ſhall hereafter 
_ endeavour to clear up. | 


* 


e 


P 
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Kad at ?=Thouſands of Tongues are every 
Minute blaſpheming their Maker, and in- 
voking. Damnation to themſelves and all 
around them :—ſuch deſetve not the Name 
of Men but Monſters, ' and many of the 
Brute Beaſts are far more valuable Crea- 
tutes—- 
As yet, the World ſeems to be little the 

better for the Sufferings of their Redeemer; 
He told them they were not to expect to be 
ſo, till ſuch and ſuch Things were accom- 
plithed —Tho' he then delivered the World 
af the Child of Sin, the After-burthen was 
left behind; and as a Woman i in Travail is 
ſeldom eaſy till that is removed, ſo it is 
with the World. —It was the Pleaſure of 
Gov it ſhould be ſo; but, notwithſtanding 
the preſent Situation of Things, Gop will 
manifeſt himſelf to be a Go of Juflice, 
Mercy, and everlaſting Truth; and; before 
long, his Glory will be revealed to all Fleſh, 

and all the Ends of the Earth will ſee his 
Salvation, 

What is ſaid of our Neri ſiting on ache | 
Right Hand of Gop, after his glorious Re- 
ſurrection and Aſcenſion, there is as little 
Room to doubt the Truth of, as any thing 
elſe mentioned in Sacred Writ: for by the 

cones e Re 


( 
Right Hand of Gop is meant; that he has 
the Preheminence of all other created Be- 
ings, in thoſe happy Manſions of the Bleſ- 
ſed, where it is the Pleaſure of the Divine 
Being to diſplay a: glorious Appearance to 
his deſerving Creatures: for none of the 
Angels can poſſibly be more innocent than 
our Redeemer; and as they never expe- 
rienced the Ills. of human Life, nor thoſe 
bitter Agonies that attended his precious 
Death and Paſſion, none of them can have 
ſo great a Title to Honour and Glory as 
Teſus Chriſt; and who can be ſo fit to come 
and give us the joyful Invitation thither, as 
he, who by his Obedience to Gop, and 
Love to Mankind, regained us that Title to 
Admiſſion we ſo lang had forfeited? | 
But before this, the Divine Being, who 
acts with Regularity and Order in all his 
wiſe Diſpenſations, will properly: prepare us 
for entering into thoſe Joys which Eye hath 
not ſeen, Ear heard, neither hath it enter'd into 
the Heart of Man ;—and all that are and have 
been upon this Earth, * will, by a righteous 
N 2 Judgment 


For ſo bountifully has God order'd it,” that the Sin 
not to be forgiven, neither in this World nor that to 
come, has not yet been committed by any Man; but 
when the hidden Things are clearly made known, and 

Religion 


(92 

Judgment and Repentance, be made worthy 
Partakers of the Paradiſe which will be 
gradually reſtor d to this Earth, after Judg- 
ment of the Living, and which will prepare 
us for that Bliſs before mention'd ; but thoſe 
will enter Paradiſe firſt who beſt have de- 
ſerv'd it, and they laſt that leaſt have; for 
there will be three ſucceſhve States of Feli- 
gity: The Firſt, Paradiſial, (if I may uſe 
the Expreſſion ;) this will continue a conſi- 

derable Number of Years, as may be gather d 
from Scripture; and will be a Heaven on 
Earth. 

The Second, or Angelick, will, it is rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, continue a much longer 
Time than the firſt: In this we ſhall be as 
the Angels at preſent in Heaven are, where 
our Bleſſed Redeemer reigns, as King, under 
his Divine Father. | 

The Third, or Supreme Beatifick, will 
continue to all Eternity ; in this we ſhall be 

one with Gan, and Gop one with us. 
All who have acted righteouſly will be 

entitled to the firſt,* let their Nation, or 

religious Form of Worſhip have been what 

it 

Religion no longer depends on Faith, if we then diſ- 


obey the Divine Commands, we muſt neither n 
nor ſhall we deſerve any Indulgence. 


* Without any previous Puniſhment. 
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it would ; provided it was ſuch as they in 
their own Conſciences thought beſt :- but 
none will be intitled to the ſecond, but wha 


are baptiſed, and acknowledge their Re- 


deemer,;* and J apprehend, all will be ex- 
pected to do that as ſoon as ever they are 
convinced in their own Minds of the ſupe- 
rior Excellence of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. 


For, by what has been already obſerved, | 


I hope the Nature of, and Neceflity for, a 
Redeemer will no longer remain in Doubt; 
and by what I have farther to add I do not 
deſpair of manifeſting likewiſe the Wiſdom 
of Gop, in ſending him into the World 1 in 
the unn he did. F 


* For it is through'Him only that We can have 
Life everlaſting. 


+ Some perhaps may imagine that it was too much de- 
verity in the Supreme Being to puniſh ſuch a prodigious 


Number of People, for the Tranſgreflions of their firſt 
Parents, only—and that if Adam and Eve had been de- 


ſtroy'd immediately upon their Diſobedience, and ano- 


ther Couple created in their Stead, there might have 


been no Occaſion for a Redeemer. —But the Fountain 


of Wiſdom muſt know beſt why He acts in All his 
Proceedings as he does, — and in reſpect to this Matter, 
His Divine Majeſiy might have been induced to take 
the Method he has done with us, by the Behavior of 
the fallen Angels, and this too for our Benefit, —For In- 
They 


By 


E 
By acting righteoufly, I mean thoſe who 
have put their Truſt in Gop and dealt Vo- 
neſtly and charitably by their Fellow - Crea 
tures,—to the beſt of their Knowledge and 
Capacity; for reaſonable Allowances will be 
ante for contingent Circumſtances 2 alſa 


to chaſtiſe in che enelone State, for their 
12 Offences. 


The righteous Judgment, which will take 
Mios on Earth, firſt on the Living, and 
next on the Dead, will, I apprehend, not 
be perſonally perform d by our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, till the Time of his coming in the 
Cw with great Glory, and attended by 

Angels ;— 

They rebell'd when they were in a State of Bliſs ſu- 
perior to that of a terreſtrial Paradiſe, zud the Reaſon 
of their Rebellion might poſſibly be their knowing that 
they came from God, and ſhould return to him again: 
they might take Occaſion from thence to refuſe Ado- 
ration and Obedience to Him, and having never taſted 
any Thing but Bliſs, they vainly preſum'd it was not 
in the Power of the Supreme Being to puniſh them,— 
But it is to be hoped, and not in the leaſt doubted, 
that when We enter the Joys prepared-for Us, we ſhall 
ever remember the Power of God, be ſufficiently grate- 
ful for his abundant Mercies—and always ſenſible that 
ſo. long as We are in a State of Inferiority and Depen- 
dance, it is as much our Duty to reverence, love and 

obey the Supreme Being, as Children their Parents, or 
Servants thoſe by whom they ſubſiſt. 
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Angels ;—for he will then come to give the 
joyful Invitation to the Bleſſed, to enter the 
Joys of the ſecond Heaven, and pronounce 
the Curſe to thoſe that. are then found un- 9 
juſtified :—But I earneſtly hope, and moſt 


joyfully believe, there will not be one; for 
before that Time, all that now are, and 
ever have been upon this Earth, will have 
made Atonement for their paſt Offences, and 
be receiy d into Paradiſe ; which, as I be- 


44% þ 


ther over the whole Earth and Sea; which, 
when Occaſion requires, will be turn'd into 
dry Land, and the barren Deſerts, Ge, into 
fruitful Plains And the Pleaſures. and In- 
dulgencies there granted will be ſuch, as 
none that enter into that bleſſed State will 
have the leaſt Temptation to Sin again; and 
will have the unſpeakable Satisfaction to 
know that their Sins are pardoned and their 


7 Tranſgreſſions blotted out for ever! 
Many will enter it without dying at all, 
1 and wil be they of whom it is mention d 
, that a Remnant of all ſhall be ſaved. 

; The Reaſon and Neceſſity for this I that 


hereafter mention.—Their Deformities and 
4 Diſorders of every kind , will; be remov'd, 
d 3 p and 


Opinion TI had long entertained; that if it ever was 
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and old Age gradually return to blooimin 4 
Youth.* “ 

- What is now capable of giving cham Plea- 
"EY and Satisfaction, will then give theta in- 
finitely more; for their Souls will be ſuſcep- 
tible not only of Joy and Gladneſs, in a 
tnore exquiſite Degree, but alfo of the moſt 


pleating Senſations 1 in every thing they do.+ 


This 
See the latter Part of the 92d Plalm. · 2 

+ How little Credit ſoever may be given to it, I think 
1 incumbent on me, upon this Occaſion, to mention 
what happened to me three Years and a half ago, 
when I was going to publiſh theſe Thoughts under the 
Title of, A Key to Human Nature, as it is (at leaſt to 
myſelf) a certain Proof that it is in the Power of the 
Almighty to make this Earth at one and the ſame Time, 
a : Heaven to ſome, and a Hell to others. 

I had not wrote near ſo long nor intently as I have 
often done upon other Subjects, hey I was affected 
in the following Manner. 

An electrick Matter ſeemed to run COLD my Arm 

and fly from the Ends of my Fingers I wrote with ; 
Sparks of a bright Fire darted from my Eyes upon the 
Paper I wrote on, and I had the moſt pleaſing Sen- 
ſation I ever felt, through my whole nervous Syſtem : 
When I walked, the Soles of my Feet had an unuſual 
and moſt agreeable Feel, as had likewiſe the Palms of 
my Hands when any Thing touched them; and when 
Iſpoke, the Breath that came through my Lips gave 
me a peculiar Delight.—But this did not laſt long, 
for my being thus affected, greatly ſtrengthened an 


the 


* * 
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. a whole Night, had, as it were, Flames of 
ire 


This will be the promis d Land, the true 
Caneart ; for the former was only a Type of 
nine en eee of that which 
erk e will 


A of Col to permit me to publiſn my Thoughts 
on the Subject of theſe Sheets, it would certainly anſwer 
more than a trifling Purpoſe. Theſe Imaginations, and 
my too aſſiduous Application, neglecting even my Reſt. 
ſoon threw me, for three Days, into a raving Condition, 
during which Time experienced a very different Scene 
indeed ! the moſt horrid Spectres preſented to my View, 
and ſeemed to threaten me:with Death and Deſtruction, 


and with which I thought it my Duty to see with 


the utmoſt Reſolution and Defiance: at laſt, they 
ſeemed to' conquer me, and I went through all the ag 
nies of Death, in my Ideas, and aſterwards for the 


run through my whole Nervous Syſtem, which, 
gave me inexpreflible Torture. 


By theſe extraordinay Affections, 1 knew not what 
to think, ſometimes I fear'd'that it was diſpleaſing to 
Cod that I ſhould attempt to publiſh what it might be 
his Divine Pleaſure ſhould not be made known to the 
World:—At other Times, I imagined that I might 
only err in the Time, and Manner of my publiſhing 
them ; for they were not then ſo well digeſted as now, 
nor was I going to publiſh them in a Manner quite ſo 
ſyitable to their Nature; I behaved on the Occaſion, 
as I dare ſay any other Perſon would in ſuch a Situation, 


moſt earneſtly imploring the Almighty to prevent me 


from ever attempting what was difagreeable to his Di- 
vine Pleaſure; and on the other Hand, that no threat- 
ning ot 3 — Appearances whatſoever, might de- 
ter me from doing any Thing that might conduce to 
his Honour, and the Good of my Fellow - Creatures. 
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will then be built up, and fat ſurpaſs any 
thing that this Earth has yet bore: It will 
be built by the Direction of Heaven, and is 
therefore repreſented as deſcending from 
thence ;- not only the greateſt Part of the 
Gold, Silver and Precious Stones, now ſo 
unequally diſtributed on this Earth, will be 
collected to build it, but likewiſe hidden 
Treaſures will be diſcover d for that Purpoſe. 

Judgment will begin with the Heads of 
D Nation, and thoſe Sovereigns that are 
found to have acted conſiſtently with their 
Duty to Gop, their Subjects, and Fellow- 
Princes, and have made a proper Uſe of the 
Power Providence put into their Hands, 
will have their Honours and Dominions en- 
creas d by Holy Appointment ;—and will 
alſo be deputed to fit as Judges in their re- 
ſpective Territories, and permitted to make 
Deputations likewiſe of the ſame kind. 
and all will be inwardly directed to judge, 
righteouſly ; for they. will not be guided by 
what they may ſee in a Perſon's Counte- 
nance, or bear from their Lips, but will be 
inform d of the Merits and Demerits of all 
they judge by that Divine Spirit to whom all 
Hearts are open, all Defires known, and from 
62 $91:;-102 7 | 
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. whom no Secrets are hid. - By this Means 
Virtue will begin to be rewarded, even be- 
fore the Eſtabliſhment of Paradiſe; and every. 
Breaſt be oblig'd to wear an outward Badge 
of itsinward Diſpoſition; and havePrivileges 
and Immunities granted them accordingly. - 

After all is properly and regularly ſettled 
with the Living, the Dead will be raiſed; 
and come to Judgment alſo; but this gra- 
dually, according to the Ages in which they 
lived; the laſt firſt, and the firſt laſt, and 
in ſo curious a Manner, that we ſhall nei- 
ther be incommoded with their Numbers, 
nor terrified by their Appearance. 

But as it will require a conſiderable Time 
to effect all theſe Things with that Ju- 
ſtice, Regularity, and Order, which it is 
conſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of Gop that it ſhould, it is abſurd to think, 
that our Bleſſed Redeemer will come with 
his glorified Body, to live again upon Earth 
ſo many Years as this would require ; and 
as little conſiſtent with Reaſon, to imagine 
he can do it fitting with his Angels in the 
Clouds; for, beſides theſe Inconſiſtencies, 
| let us conſider what muſt be the infallible 


O 2 Conſequence; 


2 But as none will dare to deny the Truth upon that 


ſolemn Occaſion, ſo all will bs judzed by * own 
Confeſſion. 


Judgment, and to paſs 
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Conſequence ; alt the World would ch 


be thrown into the utmoſt Confufion;” and 


run mad, ſome with Lees of Joy,” othets 
with Exceſs of Fear. 20 7182 


To ſettle this Point this; les us conſider? 


that. his Second Coming is repreſented in 
one Place as coming like a Thief in the 


Night; in another, as coming in the glo- 
rious Manner abovementioned. This, to- 
gether with other Cireumſtances, points 
out very clearly his coming at different 


Times in different Capacities, (I mean after 


his Aſeenſion ;) firſt ſpiritually; to do by 


Proxy all that is neceſſary ſhould be done 


before his glorious Coming to the final 
Sentence upon all; 
for if any ſhould: be left unpardoned, then 
they will be divided from the reſt;—and _ 
his glorious Majeſty will have Occaſton to 

do nothing more, than give the joyful In- 
vitation to the one Diviſion, and ng rg 
the dreadful-Sentence on the other. 


By his doing theſe Things ſpiritually, or 


by Proxy, 1 mean that they will all be ac- 


compliſhed by a Prophet, which it will 
pleaſe Gop to ordain, and influence by his 
Divine Spirit for that Purpoſe, —who will 
be called the righteous Servant of Gop, 


418 
| 4 the Vicegerent and Embaſſador c 
Chrift.—He' is mentioned by Moſes" an all 
the Prophets, and very particulatly . 
but the Circumftances attending his Maſter's 
Coming, and His, are blended together on 


1 neceſſary Obſcurlty upon 
em. But indeed they are all juſtly attri- 


buted by Commentators to Jeſus Chrift ; ſok 


they will not only'be-accompliſtied by Vir 
tue of his Death and-Paſſion, but alſo for 
him, in his holy Name, and ſpiritually by 


ing, as Joh the Baptiſt did his Firſt; and a 
Part of what. is attributed to Jun the Bapriff 
will be more applicable to him: ut as our 
Redeemer's Second Apf 


different from his Firſt,” ſo will the Appears 
ance of this Prophet be very different from 
that of Jobn the Baptiſ.— . 43 that ui 
rome lite a Thief in tbe Nights fond forth 
Judgment unto Truth and Victory; make known 
the hidden Things which belong unto the Lord 
and cauſe the 'Earth to be as full of the Knows 
ledge of the Lord as the Waters cover the Sea. 
Ae vill eftabliſh the Throne of the Lamb, 
and ſummon the twenty-four - Elders (Princes 
of the Earth) 0 it; where they muſt de. 
15 _ Crowns, Sceptres, and Badges of 

Sovereignty, 


him. o will pretede Chis Second Com- 
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Sovereignty, till they are, judged ;—for all 
that is mentioned in St. Jahn, in a figurative 
Way, which is, not yet accompliſhed, will 
come to paſs on this Earth. But the moſt 
terrible Stroke of Judgment is already ſtruck, 
by that Omipotent Power whoſe Divine Spie 
eit will direct the whole Performance; and 
I-earneſtly, hope, and ſincerely believe, that 
all thoſe vid have been tolerable Obſeryers 
of their Duty t6:(Gop: and Man, or will 
immediately become ſo upon this Notice, 
will rather have Cauſe to. rejoice at, than 
dread the Time approaching. But ſhould 
they delay it till the Righteous Judge comes, 
and enters inta that important Office, their 
Repentance then will neither have Virtue 
nor Merit in it. T hat his Approach is very 
near I moſt ſincerely believe; and ſhould 
be very wanting in my Duty to Gop, and 
Affection for all Mankind, was I not to tell 
them ſo; having ſtronger Reaſons for enter- 
taining that Belief, than I have as yet men- 
tioned.— But every thinking Mind I ſhould 
imagine, notwithſtanding. Earthquakes are 
l Accountable from ſecondary Cauſes, would 
naturally ſuſpect, that ſo univerſal an Af- 
fection of that Kind as has been lately exhi- 
'bited;- al om various Phenomena in the 
a different 


mentioned by St. Jahn, which he tells us was 


the Earth, —I cannot help moſt! poſitively 


(Jog!) 
different Elements on divers Parts of the 
Globe, were intended as A Summons to all 


its Inhabitants, to prepare for an Event f 
ſome very conſiderable "Conſequence. I'D 


That the late Earthquake is really that 


to be ſuch as was not ſince Men were upon 


chinking, and am much inclined to believe, 
it alſo referable to the Prophecy of Daniel, 
concerning the Abomination; by conſidering 
that the Deſtruction it made, was printci- 
pally on the idolatrous Chriſtians; the Jews, 
and the Mahometans; which three Forms 
of Divine Worſhip will, at the Coming of 
the Prophet before mentioned, be converted, 
(by their own Perception of cheir eg 
to pure and primitive Chriſtianity. q 
The firft will think me a very inveterate 
Enemy for uſing ſuch an Epithet ; but I 
hereby declare, Thave as great an Affection 
for ſuch of thoſe People as are worthy in 
other Reſpects, as for any other, being well 
convinced their wrong Proceedings are en- 
tirely owing to the Prejudice of Education. 
— But it is my indiſpenfible Duty, upon 
this Occaſion, tõ ſpeak my Mind freely, and 
to convince en of the Errors of their 
dert | ' Profeſſion; 
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Profeſon; for tho the intelligent People. 
of that Perſuaſion do not worko Images, 
they cannot deny that they make, and bow 
down to, or before, them; — which is 
equally contrary to the Divine Commands. 
And not only that, but their addreſſing | 
their Prayers to thoſe Saints which the. 
Images repreſent, though it be for Inter- 
ceſſion only, is equally wrong, and what 
they have no Authority for doing for 
what-ought to have been the Rule of their 
Conduct tells them, that they are ſleeping 


in the Duſt; that the. Dead: cannot even. 


praiſe the Lord; and are therefore as yet. 


incapable of interceding for themſelves, |, 


Whatever we want of God Almighty we 
ſhould addreſs our Supplications to himſelf 
for; tho we may and ought to aſk it in 
the Naine and for the Sake of our Redeemer ; 
for it is the peculiar Characteriſtick of Di- 
vine Majeſty to be attentive to the Petitions 
of all his Creatures, without reſpect to Per- 
ſons And it is alſo my ſincere Belief, that 
the Adoration of the Mahometans, who 
they thought it their Duty to make perpe- 
tual War with, on account of their Pro- 
feſſion, is more acceptable to the Supreme. 
Being, than that of the Papiſts; for oy 
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had not the Light of the Goſpel to direct 


them, and yet pray as fervently to Gop, 
and are (at leaſt the civilized Part of them) 
as faithful in their Dealings with each other; 
and do not exerciſe thoſe abominable Cruel- 
ties, to convert to their Faith, which are 
ſo contrary to the Precepts of true Chriſti- 
anity,—And although Mabomet was a falſe 
Prophet, by oppoſing the Doctrine of Jeſus 
Chrift, yet it will in the End appear that his 
Proceedings, and the Tenets he eſtabliſhed, 
were by Divine Permiſſion, for Reaſons beſt 
known to the Supreme Diſpoſer of all Things. 
However, I hope I may preſume to men- 
tion one, which occurs to my Imagination , 
viz.” Had that great Part of the World, 
which now 'profets their Form of Divine 
Worſhip, embraced Chriſtianity, and fallen 
into the ſame ſuperſtitious Errors as the Pa- 
piſts have, it would have been a much more 
arduous Taſk for the Reformation to have 
been effected; and for this Nation, the 
principal Seat of it, to have defended itſelf 
againſt Popiſh Power and Perſecution, with- 
out ſuch a miraculous Interpoſition of Pro- 
vidence as would have made the Divine Pro- 


feffion more manifeſt to their Underſtand- 


P ings, 
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ings, than it might be the Pleaſure of Gop 
it ſhould, till a proper Time — _ 

It will, perhaps, ſhortly appear, that e 
it was the Divine Pleaſure to free this Na- 
tion from Superſtition, and give ſo ſmall a 
Spot as this, compared to the whole World, 
a Power of defending itſelf in the Manner 
it has done, it was to anſwer a gracious Pur- 
poſe ; and this might have been ſuſpected, 
by the many unſucceſsful Attempts of its 


Enemies to ſubdue it ſince that Time, and 


particularly the remarkable Fate of the Spa- 
niſh Armada, ſo preſumptuouſly named in- 


vincible. 


However, thus much may be faid in Be- 
half of the Popiſh Proceedin g5, that many 
of them are typical of what is to come; 
for the Prophet before-mentioned will really 
be inveſted-with that Infallibility which they 
now falſely aſcribe to the Pope; for the 
Charge of the Flock, and Power of Binding 
and Releaſing on Earth, given to St. Peter, 


was only emblematic of the Power the 


righteous Judge will have of making ſuch 
Regulations as he will be directed by the 
Divine Spirit to make; and whoever op- 
poſes or diſobeys his Commands, will com- 
mit 
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mit the Sin againſt the Holy Goof, hitherto 
not committed, 

Our Bleſſed Redeemer makes mention of 


him in many Places, but with much Cau- 


tion, to prevent its being underſtood prema- 


turely.—In the 17th Chapter of St. Mat- 
thew, and the 11th Verſe, he mentions him 
under the Name of Elias, who he ſaid cer- 
tainly would come firſt and reſtore all Things; 
— but, in the following Verſe, throws an 
Obſcurity upon it by a ſeeming Contradic- 
tion, which is evidently intended to prevent 
his Diſciples from making any farther In- 
quiry into what it was not proper at that 
Time for them or the World to be ac- 
quainted with. 

In the ſame Manner, as when they won- 


der'd at his telling them, it was as impoſ- 


poſſible for a rich Man to enter the Kings 
dom of Heaven, as for a Camel to go through 
the Eye of a Needle, he did not clear up 
this Point to them, but only told them all 
Things were poſſible to Gop. 

Another mention made is in be gtbChapter 
of St. Mark and 37th Verſe ;-where, after 
the Diſciples had been diſputing among 
themſelves, which ſhould be the greateſt, 
Jeſus took a Child and ſet him in __ 
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of them; and ſaid, whoſoever ſhall receive 
one of ſuch Children in my Name, receiveth 
me : And whoſoever ſhall ces ve me, receiveth 
not me, but him that ſent me 

- The Prophet will be as a | little Child, by 
dying from Sin, and becoming a Child in 
the Life of Righteouſneſs :—And ſhould he 
be much about the Age of his Lord and 
Maſter, when he enter'd into his Divine Of- 
fice, and firſt collected his Diſciples, as it 
is probable he may, he will in that Senſe 
likewiſe be but a Child, conſidering the 
vaſt Importance of his Function. | 
But the moſt poſitive Mention made of 
him by his Lord is in the 16th Chapter of 
St. John, and 5th Verſe. 

Jeſus ſaid unto his Diſciples, now I go ny 
Way to him that ſent me, and none of you aſketh 
me whither goeſt thou? but becauſe I have ſaid 
theſe Things unto you, Sorrow hath filled your 
Heart, Nevertheleſs, I tell you the Truth; it 
is expedient for you that I go away : For if I 
go not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you ; but if I depart I will ſend him unto you. 
And when he is come he will reprove the World 
Sin, and of Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment : 

Sin, becauſe they believe not on me; of 
Righteouſneſs, becauſe I go ta my Father, and 

"x7 : ye 
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ye ſee me no more; of Judgment, becauſe. the 
Prince of this. World is judged. I have yet 


many Things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now. Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of 


Truth, is come, he will guide you into all Truth: 


For he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf; but whatſoever 


he ſhall hear that ſhall he ſpeak, and he will 
ſhew you Things to come. He ſhall glorify me: 
For be ſhall receive of mine and ſhall ſhew it 
unto you. All Things which the Father hath 
are mine; therefore ſaid I, that he "pad take of 
mine and ſhew it unto you. 

What our Bleſſed Lord here deliver'd has 
been, very excuſably, hitherto applied only 
to the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the 
Apoſtles ; ; nor was it the Pleaſure of Gop 
it ſhould be underſtood to mean any thing 
elſe, till a proper Occaſion required its be- 
ing rightly explain'd ; but many Circum- 
ſtances therein mention'd, do abſolutely re- 
fer, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, to the Coming 
and Operation of the Divine Spirit in the 
Perſon of the Prophet, who is to come to 
reſtore all Things, eſtabliſh the Kingdom 
of Righteouſneſs, and reconcile the Father 
of all to his Children. But had Jeſus Chrift, 
+ % See the laſt Chapter of Malachi, where he is 
ſpoken of under the Name of Elijab, for the Names of 
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in whoſe Name he is to come, given them 
particularly to underſtand who he meant 
by the Comforter, he would either have 
confus'd their Ideas, or muſt have inform'd 
them of ſuch other Circumſtances as were 
not proper for them at that Time to know; 
and which he ſeems to mean by the follow- 
ing Sentence: 1 have yet many Things to ſay 
unto you, but ye cannot bear them now ; how 
beit, when he, the Spirit of Truth, is come, 
he will guide you into all Truth; x for be ſhall 
not ſpeak of himſelf.— What could direct the 
Spirit of God ? But whatſoever he ſhall hear, 
that ſhall he ſpeak; I and be will ſhew you 


Things to come. 


* 


And 


of Men and Places are frequently uſed, when ſpeaking 
of others of ſimilar Characters. | 

We do not find that they were made acquainted 
with any Thing more after the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghe/t upon them, than what their Lord and Maſter had 
communicated tothem before his Aſcention ; they were 
indeed better fortified to exerciſe their Divine Functions, 
and had additional Capacities, but were ſo far from 
being led info all Truth, that St. Paul confeſſes, the 
very contrary, as I had Occaſion to mention before. 

t By hearing is not meant the Auricular Senſe ſo 
called, but implics that what he will tell you of Things 
to come, he could not underſtand of himſelf as a 
Man, but it will be communicated to him by the ope- 


rating Spirit of God the Holy Ghoſt, the Divine Spirit of 


Trutb. 
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And what is afterwards ſaid, that he ſhall | 


receive of mine, and ſhew it unto you, cannot 
be reconciled to the Spirit of God, but may 
in adouble Senſe, be applied to the human 
Agent which that Divine Spirit will make 
Uſe of in effecting thoſe gracious Purpoſes 
promiſed in David's Pſalms, Jaiab, and all 
the other Prophecies ; all which will lite- 


rally be accompliſh'd before the Conſummas 


tion of all Things.“ For Inſtance, it may, 
in one Senſe, mean, that he will alſo be 
given to underſtand my real Nature and Of- 
fice, and will therefore clearly point it out 


to you, and all the World; and cauſe me 


to have the Glory and Honour I merit duly 
paid me, even in 1 World. 


65 8. . 
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* 80 RE will not be ſo much niifliken 25 
we have generally imagined them to be, in their Ex- 
pectations of that Kind; but they will ſo far be miſ- 


| taken, as to find the Meſſiah they expect will prove 


no more than the Embaſſador and Deputy of the true 
Meſſiah whom they crucified, Divine Wiſdom ſo con- 
triv'd it, for Reaſons ſo very obvious, that it would be 
quite unneceſſary to point them out; and the Puniſh- 
ment inflicted upon them for crucifying the Redeemer 
of all Mankind, might be only a Portion of what was 
due to their former Diſobedience and perverſe Obſti- 
nacy in all preceding Ages, reſerv'd on Purpoſe for that 
Occaſio 


* 
. 
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It may likewiſe be underſtocd to mean at 
the ſame Time; and the Honour and Au- 
thority which he will receive, by having 
the Command of this Earth, and the Diſtri- 
bution of every thing upon it, belong to me, 
he will only enjoy them as my Vicegerent; 
for I go to my Father where I ſhall have 
greater Honours paid me; and enjoy, as a 
Reward for my Fidelity and Sufferings, Bliſs 
far Superior to that of a terreſtrial Paradiſe. 

It may be urged, that as this Prophet did 
not come in their Time, and the Holy Ghoſt 
did ſoon after deſcend upon them in a viſi- 


ble Manner, this whole Paſſage muſt allude 


to that Event; but let it be conſidered, that 


there is a very good Reaſon, why he did not 
come in their Time; nor till every thing 


predicted by our Redeemer was accompliſhed, 
that was to happen, before the World re- 
ceived the Comfort promiſed to be ſent in 
his Name. — And as the Diſciples will be 
rais d up from the Dead by the Prophet, and 
receive the Crown of Glory due to their Ser- 
vices; and will alſo be ſet upon Thrones, 
to judge the twelve Tribes that were their 
Cotemporaries; all will be as fully and ef- 
fw accompliſhed that was promiſed i in 

this 
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this Quotation, as if it had happen' d che very | 
Day after the Promiſe was made. 


There are ſeveral other Circumftances = 


mention'd by our Bleſſed Saviour, relating 
to the Comforter, which plainly belong to 
the Divine Spirit, coming a ſecond Time irl 
the Manner before mention'd, and not to 
the firſt Coming, 'merely to influence the 
Apoſtles ;—ſuch as its being ſent in his 
Name its teſtifying of him; its not com- 
ing without he went away; its Judging e 
Prince of this World, (for Judgment will 
thereby be perform'd) ;—its reproving the 
World of Sin “ and Dilbelief 1 in their Ne. 
deemer. 

Other Sentences do Wü ex preliy 97 b 
the Deſcent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apo- 
ſtles; for had not this Bappeneld viſibly, 
they, as well as the World, would have been' 
at a Loſs to know what their Lord meant by 
ſuch a Promiſe ; therefore the Circumſtances 
attending both theſe Events were wiſely in- 
terwoven together ; ſo that the Completion, 
of the firſt might throw an Obſcurity upon. 
the Second; and yet it was neceſſary that 
Fe 2 Cbriſt ſhould point out the laſt as well 

28 


. "Git will be deſtroyed, and Righteouſneſs 0 univere. 
ſally eſtabliſhed at his coming. 


* 


- 
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as the firſt, that the World, when, it hap- 
pened, might know it was no more than 
what he had foretold would come to paſs. 
He will be a Comforter indeed, by mak- 
ing all the Inhabitants of the Earth know, 
that the Gop of 17ael reigns, and is a Gop 
of Salvation; and that every Individual who 
wil hereafter be obedient to his Divine Com- 
mands, let their Conduct hitherto have been | 
what i it will, have the Gates of Heayen, ever- 
Ring Life and eternal Glory, open to them! 
—He will tell Jervalem her Wyre. is 
ended] * 

And tho' he will come with Fire, it is 
the World of Sin, Superſtition, Idolatry, and 
Death, that will be deſtroy d thereby, and 
not the created World, nor any of its Inha- 
bitants, who repent of their paſt Offences, 

become, Righteous for the Future.* 

This will alſo be the Caſe in reſpect to 
the ane of hs Tares ; and the Deſtruc- 

3 tion 


5 For — W was the Pleaſure of Gon to deſtroy 
by the Flood, the Perſons as well as Principles of the 
then finful World, yet his Divine Goodneſs has placed 
his Sign in the Heavens that ſuch + genera} Deſtruction 
ſhould never be made again. 

Butthe wicked Man mutt g no a longer let Nis Dos ex- 
cell him in Gratitude and Obedience to his Maſter, 
nor his Tongue blaſpheme 2 thas gives - 
it Utterance. 


1 "i 
tion mention'd in the 13th Chapter of Bſ- 
dras, will, I hope, and earneſtly pray, be 
likewiſe made rather in Principles than Per- 
ſons —PFor the dreadful Conflagration will 
not be made till our Bleſſed Redeemer come 
perſonally to ratify the righteous Judgment, 
and take all that are then found juſtified 
away with him; and ſo graciouſly 2 Di- 
vine Mercy ordered it, that, as I before ob- 
ſerved, all that now are, and hitherto have 
been upon this Earth, will, before that 
Time, have an Opportunity of making At- 
tonement for their paſt Offences, and be- 
ing received into a State of Bliſs ;#—and will 
be made joyful Spectators of the glorious 
Coming of Jeſus Cbriſt before - mentioned. = 
But ſhould any take Occaſion, from What 
I have here advanced, to commit Crimes 
they otherwiſe would not, they will thereby 
only ſhe an Inclination to abuſe the Mercy 
of Gop, and muſt therefore expect accord 

Q 2 _Ingly—_ 

* By ſubmitting to their reſpective Sentences ; for | 
Attonement muſt be made by every individual Offender; 


| the Juſtice and Truth of Ged abſolutely require it, but 


the Penalties inflicted will not, I be ſuch 
as anſwer no other End than that of : but 
the Irreligious en ee > 
and ſuch inferior Capacities for the Good of the Com- 


munity, a Time proportioned to the n 
ber of their Offences, ts { | 
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ingly Let thoſe who are virtuous ſtill con- 
tinue to be ſo, and be their preſent Condi- 
tion in Life what it will, they will perhaps 
before long have no Cauſe to repent ſo be- 


ing.— 


For if the . Children born in 
Iniquity i is limited, as I preſume to believe 
it is, even this Circumſtance would give us | 
to expect, that the World will not continue 
much longer upon its preſent Eſtabliſhment. 

On the other Hand, if any who have 
been remiſs in their Duty to Gop and their 
Fellow-Creatures, ſhould hereby be induced. 
to alter their Conduct while they virtuouſly 
can, and would condeſcend to-take my Ad- 
vice upon this Matter, it ſhould be that 
they do not wholly depend upon their Sup- 
plications to the Throne of Grace & for Par- 
don, but that they alſo make what Reſti- 
tution of Wrongs is in their Power; and if 
the Means are wanting, the Inclination 
ſhould be expreſs d: Likewiſe that they 
contribute, as far as they conveniently can, 


towards. the Relief of their Fellow-Crea- 


tures in any Kind of Diſtreſs ;—as alſo to 
the 

In doing which they need . not be always upon 
their Knees, nor neglect their ordinary Employments, 
provided they are lawful ; for they may ſerve God in 


their Hearts, and be contrite in their Thoughts, even, 
at thoſe bu imes. 
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the Eſtabliſhment of Peace and Unanimity, 
as well in rein Families, * 1 un 
munities. age, 

But to proceed.n-He will ms a Unis: 
verſal Peace to be proclaimed, all over the 
World and it will no longer be in the 
Power of one Man to diſturb the Peace of 
thouſands, to ſatisfy his. own Vanity; nor 
will Titles, Poſſeffions, or any Situation, be 
a Sanction for the future. Princes will no 
more be ſuffered to ſacrifice ſuch Numbers 
of their Fellow - Creatures to their own un- 
limited Ambition; — and will find that Form 
of Divine Worſhip very fallacious, that pre- 
tends to authorize Perfidy in any Shape, and 
much more @ Breach of the moſt ſolemn 
Treaties, whereby the Peace of many Na- 
tions is üiturbed, and Numbers reduced to 
the utmoſt Diſtreſs.— And he who has been 
ſo watchful to invade his Neighbour's Pro- 
perty, and cares not how much human 
Blood he ſpills, ſo he can but- increaſe his 
Dominions, will perhaps, much ſooner than 
he ſuſpects, be ſummoned to give an Ac- 
count how well he deſerves _ he i is al- 
ready in Poſſeſſion of. | 

He will plead the Cauſe of the Widows 
and the Fatherleſs, and e che ee 
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of all chat are oppreſſed ; and teach the Un- 

juſt, that whatever Sanction they might re- 
ceive from the Tricks and artful Evaſions of 
the Law, their own Conſciences ought to 
have been the Rule of their Conduct. 

He will cauſe the Hungry to be fed, the 
Naked to be cloathed, and the Confined to 

be releaſed; and yet take Care that there 

ſhall be a Reſtitution of all Wrongs, ſo far 
as is in the Power of the Impriſoned to 


make; and that none ſhall be ſupported in 
Indolence, who have it in their Power to f 


contribute to the Good of the Community. 
And will alſo provide, that the Induſtrious 
ſhall partake of innocent Pleaſures and Di- 
verſions as well as others, by appointing | 
proper Times for all Things, — — 
He will neither bring Arms, Ammuni- 
tion, nor any viſible Forces with him, and 
yet be inveſted with greater Power and Au- 
thority than all the other Potentates of the 
Earth put together. That Power, without 
whoſe Permiſſion no Arm can be lifted up, 
nor any Weapon do Execution ; and the Na- 
I I OI will be 
_ and made deſolate. | 


He 


* — beſt deſerved it wil tin th 
moſ honourable Stations. 
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He will come in a Nation, where that 
Form of Divine Worſhip which comes 
neareſt to primitive Chriſtianity will be pro- 
feſſed; and whoſe Liturgy will, by the Di- 
rection of Divine Providence, be 
pared to ſuit better the Times 
ing, than either the paſt or — 

That Nation, and particularly its — 
polis, the great City of St. Jobn, will be fa- 
mous for receiving all Comers with open 
Arms; and for its abundant Exerciſe of that 
Virtue which will caver « Multitude of Sint. 

The Sovereign of the Nation he comes 
in will be found to be the beſt of human 
Princes; —and will be exalted as Emperor 
over all thoſe Kingdoms, Principalities and 
States, which are, by a contrary Faith, his 
Enemies; and will enter Rome with more 
Magnificence and univerſal Joy than any of 
the Roman Emperors ever did ; but this 
without diſpoſſeſſing any of thoſe Princes 
who are found to have acted for the Good 
of their Subjects. 

All will be literally accompliſhed which 

was promiſed to Gop's primitive-People in 
the Old Teſtament.“ 


| All 
For though this may ſeem to contradict what our 
Saviour ſaid, concerning the Diſperſion of the Jews to 
the End of the World, yet the Objection will be re- 


 Teſtanient;—and likewiſe what was *prod 
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ll which. was promiſed to the Chriſtians 
dy our Redeemer and his Apvſtles in the NEW 


miſed by Mabomer to His Votares; ſb. Far 
as concerns the future e e eee 


aud Virtue," 1 21 EE 199 11151 3 122 


Many Fables will alſo be carn'dinto Fact) 


and old Predictions verified; and - particu- 


larly d remarkable one, relating to a certain 
Nation, which, if I miſtake not, runs thus: 
Mili, with tuo ' Thumbs upon one 


Hand, poll bold three Kings Horſes, 10hilt 
that Nation is won and har three err in one 
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When the Comforter comes, thers will be 
three *Sovereigns in one Kingdom. -— The 
Prophet, who, under his Divine Maſter, 
will be Sovereign of the whole Globe; the 
then reigning Prince, who will be made an 
Emperor, and his next Heir, who will be 

crown'd King in his ſtead, — 1. 

! The Kingdom will be taken from the 
reigning Prince and given to his next Heir 
ſecondly, it will be taken from a human 
Prince and given to a holy one; ® and, u, 
it 


moved when we conſider that this 3 not 
only there, but in ſome other Places, ee to the End 
of the finful World. ? 
FE. One eſtabliſhed by holy Appointaeas. 54 805 
* or 
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it vill be taken from the Dominion of Satan, 
and reſtored to the Favour and Protection 
of the Almighty, (as will all others in the 
Space of three Vears afterwards.) All this 
in * and withoue : a oy of 81 
There will vg an — Pair EP 
other Conveniencies, provided for his Re- 
ception, in the Nation he comes in; which 
neither the Builders, Poſſeſſors, nor daily Ad- 
mirers, will at all ſuſpect for whom it was 
deſign d. But he will be in the - e 
till of a proper Age and Underſtanding to 
enter into his important Officſe. 
Buy the Wilderneſs, we may ſuppoſe is 
meant obſcure Life; and may alſo gather 
from the Prophecies relating to him, that he 


will be expoſed to many of the Dangers and 


Diſtreſſes attendant on human Life, in order 
that he may have a natural Inclination to 
comfort the Afflicte t. 
He will ſet up his Enſign (the Paſcall 
Lamb,) and invite all to mln under the 
Banner of his Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, 
who have not already embraced the Chri- 
ſtian Faith; but compel none. 
The ſame Enſign will be hoiſted after- 
wards upon every Church, Tower and Ship, 
in the whole World. 
R Our 
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Our Bleſſed Redeemer ſpoke in Patables 
himſelf, for very good Reaſons ; but by his 
Embaſſador will unveil all the Myſteries of 
God and Nature; Lay bare the Holy Arm of 
the Lord in the Sight of all Nations, and de- 

clare the Things which have been kept- Secret 
from the Fuundation of the World 3 and theſe 
will be his Credentials to all Chriſtendom ; 
but ſhould the Mahometan Potentates doubt 
his Authority, they will be indulged with 
any Sign they aſk of Gop, either in the 
Heavens, on the Earth, or in the Waters ; 
but if they do not, after that, immediately 
comply with ſuch Commands, as Gop's 
Holy Servant will ſend them, they;' and all 
that are conducive to their Dilpbedience; will 
feel the Effects of the Divine Wrath] for 
(according to: the Parable of the Vineyard) 
it will be Gop himſelf who comes to aſſert 
his Right, and reward all according to their 
Deeds, while in a State of Probation ; tho! 
it will be his Divine Goodneſs, and exceed- 
ingly kind Indulgence, to make one of out 
Fellow - Creatures the Inſtrument of oonvey- 
ing his Divine Will and Pleaſure to us, for 
the Accompliſhment of thoſe gracious Pur- 
poſes before mention dj yet he will only be 
the Horn of the Lord, and not fo much to 


the 
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the Almjghty as my Pen is to me: But as 
the Commands he gives will not be his own; 
but the Commands of that Divine Being who 
is every where and in all Places, and imme - 


they are obeyed ; Men muſt not then expect 


to be indulged in their Vices, and permitted 
to go on as they now do; for Probation 
will ceaſe as ſoon as Judgment begins; and 
Gop will no longer be trifled with, and 
much leſs impiouſly inſulted by the very Be- 
ings he made to bleſs — His Kingdom will 


be eſtabliſh'd on Earth, and his Will done here 


as it is in Heaven. 

A Deſire of making this as cheap a Pam- 
phlet as I well could, has prevented me from 
producing my Authority for many Things 
mention d in the foregoing Pages in a more 
conciſe Manner than I could have wiſhed ; 
— but I perhaps may, before long, have an 
Opportunity of giving more Satisfaction; and 
| ſhall conclude what Ihave hitherto advanced, 
with the following Exhortation, ſo ſuitable 
to the Intention of this Publication : 


O be joyful in the Lord all ye Lands, ſerve 


the Lord with Gladneſs, and come 129 bis 


Preſence with a Song : 
Be 


2 


- 


ful unto him, and ſpeak good of his Name 
Fer. the Lord is gratious, his Mercy is euere 


laſting, ind 567 ruth re JO en ä 


(24 
Bt he ſire that the Lord beit Gad, it ig he 
b made us, and not we ourſelves: Ne 
are his People, and the' Sheep of lis Paſture | 
O go your Way into bis Gates; with Thankſ* 
giving; into bis Curis aoith Pruiſe ; be thank< 
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